
   WOODLANDS HERITAGE HOMESTEAD
GARDENS,  VENUE & CAFE

  
Woodlands h is tor ic  homestead,  gardens  and funct ion cent re  has  a very  long h is tory ,
spanning over  140 years .  Bu i l t  of  kaur i  and r imu,  the homestead was bu i l t  in  the
1872 -  1875 per iod.  Fo l lowing on f rom a number  of  property  managers ,  and
subsequent  owners ,  in  1928 Don and I rene R iddel l  took  over  the homestead
however ,  wi th  no ch i ldren of  the i r  own,  and fo l lowing the death of  I rene in  1983 ,
the estate was bequeathed to  the Presbyter ian Support  Serv ices .  Or ig ina l l y  set  on
98,000 acres  of  land,  s t retch ing across  Taupi r i ,  Or in i ,  Te  Hoe,  down to Eureka,
Tauwhare ,  Ruakura and back to  Hukanui  now known as  Gordonton ,  the homestead
in  1988 ,  wi th  a  mere sur round of  15  acres  was g i f ted,  for  publ ic  use ,  to  the former
Waikato County  Counci l .  Cur rent ly  admin is tered by  the Woodlands T rust  Board ,  wi th
local  Susan Wooler ton at  the he lm,  the estate i s  impeccably  managed by  K i r s t ie
Al ley .  A popular  wedding venue,  Woodlands a lso hosts  other  funct ions ,  inc lud ing
corporate luncheons ,  corporate board meet ings  and governance t ra in ings .  The
gardens  are open,  f ree of  charge to  the publ ic  seven days  a week between 10am -
4pm,  wi th  a t iny  $3 fee to  v i s i t  the h is tor ic  homestead f rom Tuesday -  Sunday.  
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Waerenga-Whitikahu
N O V E M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R



Performance and Strategy Committee Meeting Monday 04 December 9:30am - 12pm,
Chambers
Workshop Tuesday 05 December 9:30 - 11:00am, Online
Te Kauwhata Community Committee Meeting Wednesday 06 December from 7pm, St John Hall,
Baird Rd, Te Kauwhata
WDC Housing Strategy Workshop Thursday 07 December 12:00 - 2pm, Online
Te Kauwhata A & P Show Saturday 9 December from 9:00am, Te Kauwhata Domain
Risk and Assurance Committee Meeting Monday 11 December 9:30 - 12:30pm, Committee
Rooms 1 - 2
Zero Harm Site Visit - Raglan Holiday Park, Papahua Reserve 1:30 - 4:30pm, Whaaingaroa
Waerenga Hall Committee End of Year Meeting - from 7:30pm, Waerenga
Sustainability and Wellbeing Committee Meeting Wednesday 13 December 9:30am - 12pm,
Chambers
Infrastructure Committee Meeting Wednesday 13 December 1 - 3:30pm, Chambers

Te Puna O Te Aroha Puna Reo
Meremere Ear ly  Chi ldcare 

Thanks  to  the Meremere Deve lopment
Commit tee ,  tamar ik i  at  Te Puna O Te
Aroha Puna Reo,  Ear ly  Chi ldcare Centre ,
Meremere ,  get  to  en joy  a  for tn ight ly  Mus ic
& Movement  Programme.  The cent re  i s
managed by  Mrs  Lauren Wismans ,  a
communi ty  fac ing educat ion pract i t ioner ,
who s t r i ves  to  uphold the ph i losophy that
tamar ik i -mokopuna are ent i t led to  an
ear ly  ch i ldcare educat ion.

 ARKANDA LIVING & ANTIQUES
WHIT IKAHU 

 
Owners ,  of  Arkanda L iv ing & Ant iqes ,  Taran
and Wayne have establ i shed,  in  a  beaut i fu l
ru ra l  set t ing ,  a  fantast ic  ar ray  of  ant iques ,  of
French,  Engl i sh  and As ian v intage.  I  recent ly
took  the opportun i ty  to  meet  wi th  them both
and s imply  cou ld not  res i s t  purchas ing a t iny
g lass  p iece for  my home.  In  addi t ion to  the i r
de l ightfu l  ar ray  of  ant iques ,  Taran and Wayne
hold pottery  c lasses .  As  I  t rave l  to  the
southern  most  part  of  our  ward ,  I  d i scover
h idden jewels  such as  th i s .  Why not  v i s i t
Arkanda,  at  128a Whi t i kahu Road,  over  the
summer ho l idays ,  you won’ t  be d isappointed.

TE KAUWHATA ROAD WORKS, TE KAUWHATA WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT and WDC ECONOMIC NETWROKING FORUM

 
Road works  are cur rent ly  underway ,  on Te Kauwhata Road.  I t ’ s  great  that  we’ re  f ina l l y
gett ing our  road sor ted and that ’ s  got  to  be a p lus !  Over  the next  two -  th ree weeks ,
pre-reseal  repai rs  and resur fac ing work  wi l l  cont inue under  STOP/GO t raff ic
management .  Defect  repai rs  at  the Te Kauwhata and T ravers  Road intersect ion ,  wi l l
cont inue,  wi th  as  l i t t le  inconvenience as  poss ib le .  Speed rest r ic t ions  and loose ch ip
s igns  wi l l  be lef t  in  p lace -  p lease cont inue to  dr ive  to  the condi t ions  and be mindfu l
of  other  road users .  P lease be adv ised that  on 28 November ,  fu r ther  works ,  to  f ix  the
fa i led pavement  on the western  s ide of  the ra i lway cross ing wi l l  occur .  I t  i s
ant ic ipated that  these works  wi l l  be completed in  ha l f  a  day ,  under  STOP/GO t raff ic
management .  I t  i s  acknowledged that  whi l s t  road works  can be an inconvenience,  your
pat ience i s  apprec iated.

A recent  ons i te  v i s i t ,  to  the soon to  be opened,  mul t i -mi l l ion  do l lar  wastewater
t reatment  p lant ,  proved to  be incredib ly  ins ightfu l .  A  d i rect  resu l t  of  the leadersh ip  of
our  prev ious  Counci l ,  led by  former  Mayor  A l lan Sanson,  the technologica l  capaci ty
and capabi l i t ies  of  the p lant ,  are  second to  none in  the southern  hemisphere.  The
leve l  of  investment  i s  ext raord inary .  A  date has  yet  to  be set  however ,  an open day for
publ ic  v iewing i s  expected.  Keep an eye out ,  don ’ t  miss  the opportun i ty  to  see f i r s t
hand,  what  a  tangib le  outcome of  Counci l  dec is ion mak ing looks  l i ke .

I  recent ly  at tended a local  Economic Network ing Forum,  hosted by  Counci l s ,  Economic
and Communi ty  Deve lopment ,  P rocurement ,  and Communi ty  Growth Teams,  at  our  very
own Hampton Downs Speedway.  Keynote speaker  for  the afternoon,  Dr  Maggie Hong,
Pr inc ipal  Analys t  for  Counci l ,  p resented informat ive economic data pert inent  to
employment ,  mortgages ,  in terest  rates ,  and net  migrat ion ,  a l l  w i th  the assoc iated
benef i ts  and chal lenges.  Data l i ke  th i s  in forms the LTP and a ids  in  determin ing spend
pr ior i t i sat ions .  Counci l  i s  on t rack  for  de l i very  of  i t s  2024 -  2034 LTP.

For all service requests, please visit www.waiktodistrict.govt.nz/request a service - for all other
enquiries call 0800 492 452                     
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