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Open Meeting  

To  
From 

Taupiri Community Board 
TG Whittaker  
General Manager Strategy & Support 

Date 26 February 2016 
Prepared By RJ Gray 

Council Support Manager 
Chief Executive Approved Y  

DWS Document Set # 1465705 
Report Title Ngaruawahia, Taupiri, Horotiu, Te Kowhai and 

Glen Massey Structure Plan  

1. Executive Summary 

 At the Taupiri Community Board meeting held on Monday 15 February 2016, it was agreed that a 
full discussion be held on the structure plan at this meeting with feedback provided to Council. 

2. Recommendation 

 THAT the report of the General Manager Strategy & Support – Ngaruawahia Structure 
Plan Update - be received; 

AND THAT the following feedback be provided to Council from the discussion held: 

- 

- 

- 

 
3 Attachments 

 Nil  
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	In order to identify these restricted or prohibited areas within the district, feedback is being sought from Community Boards on problems or issues associated with freedom camping that they are aware of. This will assist Council in deciding if it is appropriate for controls to be put in place. Prior to putting any controls in place, Council must be satisfied that the control is necessary for one or more of the following purposes:
	(i)  to protect the area:
	(ii)  to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area:
	(iii)  to protect access to the area;
	An analysis has been undertaken of common issues that may be associated with freedom camping (appendix 1). A draft response form has also been included (appendix 2) which includes examples to give you some guidance in providing feedback. This information will be used to help develop the bylaw. A response will be needed prior to 21 March 2016 to feed in to the development of the bylaw, however there will be an opportunity to provide feedback on the draft bylaw between 20 April and 20 May as part of the public consultation process.
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	• temporary and short-term parking of a motor vehicle
	• recreational activities commonly known as day-trip excursions
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	An analysis of some of the issues commonly associated with freedom camping and possible regulatory options has been identified in Appendix 1. In order to aid in the development of the bylaw feedback is being sought from Community Boards on where issues or problems have occurred and what method of control they feel is needed. This feedback will be given to Council and will aid in the formation of the bylaw which will be put out for public consultation as part of the special consultative process.
	Raglan is an example as it is a popular holiday destination town and is an area that has experienced problems associated with freedom camping. Council currently undertakes enforcement action in Raglan and without any controls being implemented it is expected additional issues relating to freedom camping will arise.
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	Options for Community Board
	Option 1 – Do not provide feedback regarding areas that may be experiencing problems or issues associated with freedom camping.
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	• Onewhero Domain - Permit freedom camping in self-contained vehicles only for a maximum of three nights in a designated area subject to the area not being required for events.
	• Te Kauwhata Domain - Permit freedom camping in self-contained vehicles only for a maximum of three nights in a designated area in the upper car park subject to the area not being required for events.
	Under the Reserves Act 1977 the only action the Council can take when freedom camping occurs is to prosecute (there is no infringement regime). Undertaking a prosecution is a complex process and is not commonly used as an enforcement tool. There are significant costs that can arise from undertaking a prosecution. The Crown Law office prosecution guidelines establish that there are two tests that should be considered; one is the evidential test (must be sufficient to provide a reasonable prospect of conviction) the other is the public interest test (is it required in the public interest).
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