
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Waikato District Council 
Ngaruawahia Community Board 1  Minutes: 22 March 2022 

MINUTES for a meeting of the Ngaruawahia Community Board held via Audio Visual 
Conference on TUESDAY, 22 MARCH 2022 commencing at 6.03pm 
 

Present: 
 
Mr G Wiechern (Chairperson) 
Ms K Morgan 
Mr J Ayers 
Ms D Firth 
Ms R Kirkwood 
Ms V Rice 
Cr JM Gibb 
Cr E Patterson 
 

Attending: 
 
Cr P Storey (Waikato Regional Council – Councillor) 
 
Mr K Abbot (Projects & Innovation Manager) 
Mr M Horsfield (Democracy Advisor) 

APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

All members were present. 

CONFIRMATION OF STATUS OF AGENDA ITEMS 

Resolved: (Cr Patterson/Ms Rice) 
 
THAT: 
 

a. the agenda for a meeting of the Ngaruawahia Community Board held 
on Tuesday, 22 March 2022 be confirmed and all items therein be 
considered   in open meeting; and 

 
b.  all reports be received. 

 
CARRIED NCB2203/01 

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

It was noted that Mr Wiechern, Ms Rice, Ms Kirkwood, Cr Patterson and Cr Gibb were 
financial members of the Ngaruawahia RSA.   
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Resolved: (Cr Gibb/Ms Rice) 
 
THAT the minutes for a meeting of the Ngaruawahia Community Board held on 
Tuesday, 8 February 2022 be confirmed as a true and correct record. 
 
CARRIED NCB2203/02 

REPORTS 

Public Forum  
Agenda Item 5.1 

The following items were discussed at Public Forum: 

• Cr Pamela Storey – Cr Storey was one of two Waikato Regional Councillors for the 
Waikato constituency which covers the Waikato District Council (WDC) area.  She 
attended the Board meeting to hear what were the issues in Ngaruawahia.  Waikato 
Regional Council (WRC) primarily focuses on water, soil and air but also economic 
development, pest management, biodiversity, biosecurity and public transport. 

Cr Storey noted it was important for the community to submit on WRC proposals 
and policies. WRC plays an important role in providing a Waikato perspective on bills 
going through Parliament such as the National Environmental Standards for Drinking 
Water, for which WRC provided a verbal submission to the Select Committee. The 
National Environmental Standards for Drinking Water will impact the services 
provided by WDC and Watercare.  

Ms Morgan asked Cr Storey whether she had a good relationship with Cr Tipa Mahuta 
(WRC). Cr Storey had learnt a lot from Cr Mahuta, as Cr Mahuta had been a long 
serving and experienced councillor, who always provided the prespective of her 
constituency.  

Cr Gibb noted that WDC and WRC need to work together to get some understanding 
on the Resource Management (Enabling Housing Supply and Other Matters) 
Amendment Bill, that will increase the intensity of housing in residential area.  There 
were significant concerns that liberalisation of planning rules for developments will 
cause additional stress on Council ability to deliver infrastructure, particularly water 
service.  Cr Storey noted that WRC had similar concern, and submitted on the bill to 
the Select Committee onbehalf of WRC with particular regard to regard lack of 
consultation on intensification. 

Cr Patterson noted his concern with the amendment bill that removed the necessity 
to provide car parking for residential and commercial developments. The amendment 
bill would cause increased issues with street parking and for electric car charging.  
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Discretionary Fund Report to 10 March 2022 (Tabled Item 1) 
Agenda Item 6.1 

The report was received [NCB2203/01 refers] and the following discussion was held: 

• The Democracy Advisor provided an overview of Council’s new funding process as
the Board had missed the previous presentation.

ACTION: The Funding Team to email an overview of funding process to Board members. 

• The Chair received a funding application on behalf of Ngaruawahia RSA for the
installation of ANZAC street flags.

• The Board questioned whether the application should have applied for Council’s
ANZAC fund, however due to time constraints the Board supported funding the
application.

ACTION: The Funding Team to check whether the Ngaruawahia RSA could’ve applied to 
the ANZAC fund. 

• It was noted that the funding applicant had issues completing the online funding form
as there appeared to be a glitch in filling in the fields on the form.

ACTION:  The Funding Team and/or Communication Team to investigate the issues with 
the online funding form. 

Resolved: (Cr Gibb/Ms Morgan) 

THAT the Ngaruawahia Community Board approves payment from their 
Discretionary Fund: 

a) for the amount of $2,750 (excluding GST);

b) towards the cost of installation of ANZAC street flags; and

c) subject to the transfer of $2,750 from the Te Mana o Te Rangi Reserve
Commitment.

CARRIED NCB2202/03 



Waikato District Council 
Ngaruawahia Community Board 4  Minutes: 22 March 2022 

Works, Actions & Issues Report: Status of Items February 2022 
Agenda Item 6.2 

The report was received [NCB2203/01 refers] and the following discussion was held: 

• Security Camera Project – A project manager had been assigned to the project. The
contract for the project had yet to be commissioned. The Board will receive an update
before the next meeting via email.

• Bundled Halls Works – Was the memorial hall being refurbished? The works focused
on seismic protection and the Ngaruawahia Hall met the seismic threshold so will not
need repairs. Council was looking at other upgrades for the halls, as the predicted
costs for upgrades was less than thought. The Board would discuss the hall upgrades
at their next workshop.

• Paterson Park – Only one court had been set up for a childrens size netball court,
when previously there were two courts.

ACTION:  Staff to follow up and find where the other poles were to add an additional 
children’s size court. 

• Old Pony Club grounds – Council and the Kennel Club need to keep in mind that the
grounds have previously flooded.

• Tarseal maintenance on River Road – River Rd had recently been tarsealed with asphalt
but the condition of the new tarseal was rough and subpar. There had also been lumps
of concrete left on the footpaths. Contractors needed to be quality checked as it was
a safety risk.

ACTION:  Cr Patterson to discuss the condition of the new asphalt on River Road with 
Council’s Roading Team. 

Subdivision 0098/21 Avant Developments Ltd, 536 Hakarimata Rd, Ngaruawahia - Proposed 
Road Name List 
Agenda Item 6.3 

The report was received [NCB2203/01 refers] and the following discussion was held: 

• None of the roads listed in the report were from the Board’s road names list.

• The proposed names were very generic and had nothing to do with the historic use of
the land.

• If developers don’t use the preapproved list for street names, whats the point in having
it?

• Council’s road naming policy needs to be reviewed and brought it up to date.
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• If the Board rejects the list provided, the Infrastructure Committee could still approve 

the road names.  
 
ACTION:  The Board to discuss with the report writer feedback for the road names that 

could incorporate the Board’s preapproved road names list.  
 

• It was important that street names reflected the people and heritage of the community.  
 
 
Resolved:  (Ms Kirkwood/Ms Firth) 

THAT the Ngaruawahia Community Board: 

a) notes the Subdivision 0098/21 Avant Developments Ltd, 536 
Hakarimata Rd, Ngaruawahia - Proposed Road Name List; and 

 
b) the report be reconsidered after further discussion with the report 

writer.  
 
CARRIED NCB2203/04 
 
 

Chairperson’s Report 
Agenda Item 6.4 

The Chair provided a verbal report and answered questions of the Board: 
 

• Council needed to look at the zebra crossing lines on Great South Road, as they were 
significantly faded.  

 

Councillors’ Report 
Agenda Item 6.5 

Crs Gibb and Patterson gave a verbal overview on current Council issues: 
 

• There were a significant amount of staff who were sick with COVID.  Remaining staff 
were working hard to take up the slack. It was important that the public needed to be 
empathetic.  
 

• Cr Gibb – The Board submission on the Speed Limit Bylaw for the 50km/h limit down 
Great South Road through Ngaruawahia had been accepted. All school zones will 
remain at 40km/h.  
 
The Board submission on Dog Control & Policy Bylaw to change the Ngaruawahia 
CBD to  an on-lead area from a prohibited area has been upheld. There had been 
significant issues in the past with intimidation in the CBD and classifying the area as 
prohibited ensured incidents could be prosecuted.  
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Ms Kirkwood noted that only Huntly and Ngaruawahia had their CBD designated as 
a prohibited area for dogs and it adds to the concern that Ngaruawahia was 
stigmatised.  
 

• Cr Patterson –Costs of public transport had received a 50% reduction from a central 
Government initiative to reduce living costs. This included the Te Huia service.  There 
was now a return midday service that runs from Huntly to The Base.  

 
 
Community Board Members’ Report 
Agenda Item 6.6 

Members provided a verbal report on the following issues: 
 

• Ms Rice – There were a lot of street lights out between the Waingaro Road Bridge & 
Martin Street, for which CRMs had been lodged. There were issues with the Oak trees 
on the eastside of Martin Street as a number dropped large branches during Cyclone 
Dovi. The residents were concerned the trees could fall on their homes. Council was 
looking  to assist where they could.  
 

• Ms Morgan – Celebrated Poukai day for the Marae’s 100 year celebrations and there 
was a livestream to remember those who had passed away. Kiingitanga had decided 
only a handful of marae would be open and that the roads around the marae had been 
sealed. Ms Morgan also had the chance to watch a number of Council and Committee 
livestreams. Ms Morgan noted her appreciation for the work being undertaken by 
Council staff under COVID, and also the work being undertaken by Nga Miro Health. 
 

• Mr Ayers – Daffodil bulbs would be delivered on 1 May 2022 and would need to be 
planted by the end of that month. The Board would need to work out where they 
were to be planted.  
 

• Ms Firth –  Noted her appreciation for the seamless process for Rapid Antigen Tests 
provided by Nga Miro Health.  

 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 7:30pm. 
 

Minutes approved and confirmed this                        day of                                        2022. 
 

 

Mr G Wiechern 
CHAIRPERSON 



TABLED ITEM 1
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