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Morena, Wikitoria,
 
I trust you are well  please see attached a draft table assessing the proposed managed fill
application against the objectives and policies of the WT-EMP for your consideration and
response.
 
I know hui have been held in regard to this application, and Norm has advised we should hear
something this week. I hope the attached table is useful in summing up where the proposal
aligns with the objectives and policies, and what is proposed to ensure a net gain back to the
catchment. Please feel free to edit, adapt or reference as you see fit.
 
Kind Regards,
Kate Madsen
Director – Paua Planning


Environmental & Social Impact Assessments - Resource Consents - Planning Advice and Action
Phone: +64 9 4422959
Mobile: +64 21 944583
Email: kate@pauaplanning.co.nz
178 Bawden Road R.D 2 Dairy Flat Albany Auckland 0792 New Zealand
DISCLAIMER:
This e-mail message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential and subject to privilege.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message
or data is prohibited.
If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the sender at pauaplanning@pauaplanning.co.nz immediately and
delete all material pertaining to this e-mail.


 


From: Kate Madsen <kate@pauaplanning.co.nz> 
Sent: Wednesday, 10 March 2021 3:40 PM
To: 'Wikitoria Tane' <wikitoria.tane@tainui.co.nz>
Cc: 'Biance Schoeman' <biance@pauaplanning.co.nz>; 'Shawn McLean'
<shawn.mclean@gleesonquarries.co.nz>; 'Mark Pelan' <mark.pelan@gleesoncox.co.nz>
Subject: Gleeson Quarries Huntly
 
Kia Ora Wikitoria,
 
Appreciate the phone call today. As discussed, I should be able to send through our assessment
against the objectives and policies of the WTEP by this weekend for your consideration.
 
In addition, as discussed, I attach the decision we received from WRC in regard to disposal of
overburden in Fill Area 5, adjacent to the Gleeson Quarry in Huntly.
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[image: ]WAIKATO-TAINUI ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN: SECTION 6.2 


MANAGED FILL AREA 3, GLEESON MANAGED FILL LTD, 310 RIVERVIEW ROAD, HUNTLY; 


TABLE OUTLINING PROPOSAL AND THOUGHTS ON HOW IT IS CONSISTENT OR INCONSISTENT WITH THE OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES OF THE WTEP; 


ASSESSMENT COMPLETED: 7 APRIL 2021





			WTEP SECTION


			INFORMATION PROVIDED





			(a) Briefly describe the proposed activity:





			Gleeson Managed Fill Ltd are seeking consent to establish and operate a cleanfill and managed fill activity to deposit overburden material from the existing quarry in addition to establishing and operating a Managed Fill operation in an identified gully (referred to as Fill Area3) on a site legally described as Pt Lots 9 DP1278 comprised in Certificate of Title SA922/109. The resource consent application relates to the following activities: 


· The proposal involves depositing both clean and managed fill of approximately 576,600m3 into an identified gully known as Fill Area 3 with an area size of approximately 4.2ha, with low level contaminants over a duration of 10-15 years.


· Approximately 300,000m³ of clean and managed fill would be imported (by truck) to site each year, with the summer season being busier than winter – a maximum of 60 trucks per day (so 120 truck movements) has been requested.


· Fill materials accepted include low risk construction and demolition fill, peat, acid sulphate soils[footnoteRef:1], natural occurring elements at elevated levels (such as boron, lead, copper, zinc etc) and asbestos. No organic matter is to be received, or timber. [1:  Acid Sulphate Soils are basically soils high in sulphate, due to being volcanic. This is naturally occurring acid in existing soils.] 



· The fill will not accept degradable material no more than 5% of the waste matrix.    


· A strict ‘Waste Acceptance Criteria’ must be approved by WRC and managed accordingly with stringent monitoring and compliance requirements.


· Installation of best practice erosion and sediment controls including sediment retention ponds (SRP) for treatment.


· Discharge of treated water from SRP into an unnamed intermittent and/or ephemeral watercourses, which eventually discharge to the Waikato River to the east.


· A lot of the flat land in Fill Area 3 has regressed to wetland approximately 700m2 in size. The wetland is described as highly modified due to “Reduced ecosystem intactness due to limited connectivity to downstream habitat”. It is considered an ‘artificial’ wetland under the provisions of the NPS-FW/NES-FW.


· Land to be rehabilitated to rolling pasture or native bush, or combination of both on completion of the fill operation.





			(b) Sections of the Waikato Tainui Environmental Plan that are relevant to the proposal:





			Section 6 Consultation and Engagement with Waikato Tainui





			


			· Consultation is an ongoing activity and commenced in March 2019 with the relevant Iwi for the Huntly area to discuss all Gleeson resource consent applications. Waikato Tainui are the recognised rohe (tribal area), stretching from South Auckland down to Te Awamutu. The hapū in Huntly include Ngāti Kuiaarangi, Ngāti Mahuta, and Ngāti Whāwhākia. 


· The local Huntly Marae include Kaitumutumu, Te Kauri, Te Ohaaki and Waahi marae. These hapū are represented by the iwi organisation Waahi Whaanui Trust, whose area of interest is centred around Huntly, extending from Lake Waikare in the north to Taupiri in the south (includes Waahi, Te Kauri, Kaitumutumu and Te Ohaaki marae). Waahi Whaanui Trust represent the hapū for the purposes of the Resource Management Act 1991. 


· A meeting was held with Mr. Norm Hill (Kaiarataki – Te Hīhiri / Strategic Advisor – Māori) on the 1st of May 2019 to discuss the planned resource consent processes associated with the future operations of the quarry and surrounding area which included this overburden disposal area application. A partnership regime and strategy were discussed in order to outline the requirements for Iwi consultation and participation for this proposal and any other future resource consent applications.


· A Hui was held in July 2020 to discuss the managed fill application and the proposed monitoring and compensation. No specific concerns were raised regarding Fill Area 3.


· Waikato Tainui (through Lorraine Dixon) was further engaged in April 2020. A zoom meeting was scheduled to discuss the various Gleeson Resource consent applications.


· The Waikato Tainui representative changed to Wikitoria Tane in May 2020.


· Further engagements and telephonic discussions have been held with Wikitoria Tane since May 2020 and monthly updates or progress is provided.





			Section 10 Whakatupuranga Waikato-Tainui 2050 / Tribal Strategic Plan





			


			Restoration, protection and enhancement[footnoteRef:2]  [2:   Whakatupuranga Waikato-Tainui 2050, p31] 



· The proposed Fill Area 3 will result in the loss of an ephemeral stream of approximately 145m and an artificial modified wetland of 700m2.  In order to mitigate the loss, the recommendations outlined in the Ecological Management Plan will be adopted and implemented.


· In order to mitigate potential loss of instream habitat and a highly modified wetland, GMFL have confirmed they are willing to restore a potential offset area.


· The proposed compensation area (known as Compensation Area 4) is approximately 3.9 hectares and includes six indigenous and four largely exotic vegetation types.


· Within the compensation area, five wetland habitat types (two indigenous and three largely exotic) were identified, totalling 5,816 m2, resulting in a restoration ratio of 8:1 (gain:loss).


· The Applicant considers the mitigations detailed in the EMP for Compensation Area 4 to provide both mitigation (for the wetland loss) and a high level of betterment back to the catchment.


· The objective of the restoration is to achieve ecological gains through the restoration of degraded habitats and riparian margins.


· Pest control and indigenous revegetation planting will be undertaken to increase the ecological values of the watercourse through increased shading to the water surface and riparian buffering. 


· The restoration area will be fenced to exclude stock thus reducing sediment and nutrient input into the watercourse. along the unnamed tributary by the exclusion of stock, pest control and planting of indigenous regional native species as advised by Iwi/ecologists.


· The holistic migration approach is proposed and the restoration activities outlined in the EMP include:


“Pest plant control and enrichment planting of 1,857 m2 of Carex and Eleocharis sedgeland. 


Pest plant control and planting in 3,958 m2 of degraded exotic wetland vegetation to create WF8 – kahikatea-pukatea swamp forest. 


Planting approximately 620 m2 of appropriate indigenous vegetation to provide a 10-metre buffer to the Carex and Eleocharis sedgeland. 


Planting approximately 2,320 m2 appropriate indigenous vegetation to provide a 10-metre buffer to the degraded wetland. 


Pest plant control and riparian planting upstream of the wetland to provide at a minimum 10-metre buffer on both sides of the watercourses that feed the wetland complex.” 





Maintenance of relationships[footnoteRef:3] [3:   Whakatupuranga Waikato-Tainui 2050, p31] 



The first contact of consultation with Waikato Tainui (through Norm Hill) was in March 2019 and separate consultation started with Waikato Tainui in March 2020 to discuss this application. Began consultation prior to lodgement (October 2019) and regards consultation as a continuous process and partnership. 





			Section 11 Te Ture Whaimana O Te Awa O Waikato / The Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River





			


			Erosion and Sediment Control


· The Fill Area 3 (gully) drains to a freshwater stream and then to the Waikato River.


· Best practice methods are to be used to ensure sediment and contaminants do not impact the streams, or the Waikato River. 


· The water discharged from sediment retention ponds during storms will meet ANZG 95% standards.


· Restoration of the stream and wetland habitat in Compensation Area 4 will both mitigate and provide an ecological ‘net gain’ back to the catchment.  


· The sediment discharge from site into natural waters will be monitored in terms of suspended solids. 


· Water discharged into the streams and the Waikato River after storm events will be treated and considered ‘clean’ for the purpose of meeting ANZG water quality guidelines. 


· Site monitoring will be undertaken before and immediately after rain as well as during heavy rainfall events. Any required maintenance or improvements to control measures will be undertaken. 


· The sediment retention pond will be retained at the completion of filling when it will be cleaned of sediment and allowed to naturally recolonise as a wetland.


Aquatic Ecological values


· The magnitude of effect on aquatic ecological values is likely to be negligible as a result of well managed erosion and sediment control measures which will be designed and implemented. 


· The loss of habitat may be considered temporary, as subsequent to filling the gully, overland flow channels will be reinstated and the stormwater pond naturalized into a wetland, allowing for habitat diversity to regenerate. 


· It is accepted that a Rehabilitation Plan will be required as a condition of consent to ensure the final landform is sympathetic to the catchment and will result in a net gain subsequent to the fill operation being completed and the site rehabilitated. 





Collaboration





· Gleeson are open and approachable as to other opportunities to invest into the wider cultural and recreational values both Iwi and the community have within the Waikato River Catchment.


· Gleeson are open to collaborating on a ‘Maatauranga Maaori Environmental Management Plan’ with representatives of Waikato-Tainui as a condition of consent.


Cumulative effects


· The anticipated cumulative effects arising from the proposed fill site are air discharge, traffic movements and effects associated with discharge on water quality in adjacent streams and the Waikato River. 


· The relevant experts however confirm:


· The cumulative effects arising from the traffic movements associated with the managed fill and existing movements from the operating quarry will be readily accommodated by the surrounding road network and will not create any operational problems43. 


· The contribution of dust from the proposed fill site will be low compared to the already existing other resources identified in the surrounding area (Huntly Power Station, other quarries and fill sites.) 


· Sediment and erosion controls, the waste acceptance criteria and Fill Management Plan all work together to minimise any additive effects from the managed fill operation combined with existing discharges from the quarry, ensuring that any cumulative effects in this regard will be no more than minor.








			Section 13  Ngaa Papakaainga me ngaa Marae / Waikato-Tainui Communities





			


13.3.1.1





13.3.1.2


			


· There is no nearby marae or papakaainga in proximity to the Fill Area 3 other than the historic pa site (S14/14) shown on the Proposed WDP maps approximately 715m east of the proposed fill area. We defer to this being confirmed during the cultural consultation process, as recognise there may be impending papakaainga development nearby.


· Water discharged into the stream located north after storm events will be treated and considered ‘clean’ for the purpose of meeting ANZG Toxicant default guideline values (DGV) for water quality in aquatic ecosystems. The DGV for the Waikato River is 95% species protection DGV, which applies to slightly to moderately disturbed systems. 


· Water being discharged from the SRP will be ‘cleaner’ than the receiving environment.


· There is opportunity here to ‘clean up’ the water, with advice and guidance from local iwi and water quality experts.





			Section 14  Ngaa Mahi Tuku Iho a Waikato-Tainui / Customary Activities





			


14.3.1


14.3.2


			


· None of the streams on site are (or would be) suitable for waioranga or wairua purposes, however riparian planting and pest plant removal will, over the long term, improve water quality that eventually discharges to the Waikato River.


· The stormwater system from the proposed Fill Area 3 will be draining to the gully located east (gully 4) and flows under Riverview Road to discharge into the Waikato River.


· Ecological assessments found no evidence of any fish life such as Tuna or Kokopu, traditionally sourced for hauanga kai in the FA3 stream. Any discharge will not impact on the water quality of the receiving environment/Waikato River. 


· According to WRC Water Classification Maps, the site is not within a Priority 1 stock exclusion layer, and no water course (ephemeral) is identified as providing trout or indigenous fish habitat or is a natural state water course. At the final discharge point to the Waikato River, the classification layers include contact recreation, trout habitat and indigenous fish habitat.


· Including a Maatauranga Maaori Environmental Management Plan as a condition of consent would allow recognition of cultural knowledge and innovation to ensure both water quality and habitat are protected and enhanced.


· The managed fill activity will not limit access to any cultural site of significance or value, to our knowledge.





			Section 15 Ngaa Taonga Maaori tuku iho me te Aarai Taiao / Natural Heritage and Biosecurity





			15.3.1























15.3.2























15.3.3




















15.3.4


			Indigenous biodiversity


· There are no identified Significant Natural Areas identified within the proposed managed fill.


· With respect to values of the vegetation on site, the EIA describes the vegetation types within the Fill area consisting predominantly of pasture, gorse dominated scrub and with some wetland vegetation40. 


· The EIA identifies all these as having a low or low-negligible ecological value. 


· An artificial wetland of approximately 700m2 have been identified on site. The wetland is assessed as artificial under the National Environmental Standards for Freshwater Management as it does not meet the criteria for a natural wetland.


· The ecological value of the wetland has also been assessed as low as it has been modified and has limited connectivity.


· In order to mitigate the loss, the recommendations outlined in the Ecological Management Plan will be adopted and implemented.


· The proposed compensation area (identified as an SNA) will be covenanted and protected in perpetuity. 





Landscape and natural heritage


· In terms of landscape effects, the proposed fill area would permanently alter the landform of the identified gully resulting in more gentle and even slopes than currently exist. 


· The proposed fill area has a very restricted visual catchment due to the screening provided by the existing landform and vegetation surrounding the gully.


· Parts of Fills 3 will initially be visible and have a noticeable impact on the existing rural amenity from Hillside Heights Road. 


· If required, screening of Fill Area 3 could easily be achieved through planting of a fast growing shelter belt along the northern and western boundaries of the site. From a landscape and visual perspective this is however considered unnecessary as excavated earth is a common sight in the rural environment. 


· Following completion of the earthworks and reinstatement of the pasture, the finished landform will fit well into the surrounding landscape and improve the existing degraded amenity values of the gully area and lower flat.


Restoration and Compensation


· All plants that will be planted as part of the restoration works are intended to be eco-sourced from within the region and pest plants are to be removed and replaced with indigenous natives. This is to be managed with an ‘Ecological Management Plan (EMP)’, which has been prepared. 


· “Existing mature indigenous vegetation in Compensation 4 provides an excellent seed source and open areas are likely to become colonised by indigenous plant species once stock grazing has ceased and seed, flower and fruit predation by possums and rats has been suppressed.”


· Restoration and compensation will be implemented as outlined in Section 10 above.


· The land on which the proposed fill will commence is not, to our knowledge, identified as being of cultural, spiritual or regional significance, and ridgelines will not be lost.


Control agents


· Pest plant control will be implemented in accordance with the EMP in the compensation area.





			Section 16  Ngaa Taonga tuku iho, ngaa Waahi Tapu, ngaa Waahi Tuupuna / Valuable historical items, highly prized sites, sites of significance





			


16.3.1


16.3.2


			


· There are no recorded sites within the proposed area of works, however the preparation of a Cultural Values Assessment/Cultural Impact Assessment will further clarify this.


· It is accepted that discovery protocols, particularly during the initial land clearance/disturbance stage will be applied in any consent granted. Gleeson are happy for iwi representation on site at the beginning stages of earthworks. 





			Section 17  Ngaa Moorearea Ao Tuuroa / Natural Hazards





			


17.3.1





			


· No natural hazards have been identified within the Site or close to the proposed fill area.


· The discharge of cleanfill/managed fill to land will not contaminate soil that may pose a risk to human health, and the discharge does not consist of waste or hazardous substances.


· The proposed waste acceptance criteria are below human health guideline values. 


· The calculated potential discharge concentrations are below ecological guideline values.


· The closest proposed WDC natural hazards layers (High Risk Flood Area & Flood Plain management area) are located approximately 700m to the east of the disposal area.





			Section 19 Te Wai Maaori / Freshwater





			


19.4.2


19.4.3


19.4.4


			


· The proposal involves diverting all surface water (including overland flows and a 145m ephemeral stream) creating a stormwater treatment pond.


· The managed fill operation will be receiving material outlined that meets the waste acceptance criteria.


· Currently the waste acceptance criteria allows the acceptance of material that contains no more than 5 % biodegradable material. High nutrient levels in water are generally a result of agricultural activities, where pollutants (stock waste) leach into ground water.


· Sedimentation and siltation will be avoided by the implementation of best practice erosion and sediment control methods, including sediment retention ponds to treat runoff from the fill area. 


· It is noted that the presence of metals such as iron, manganese, boron, mercury, and arsenic can have harmful effects on human health. The proposed waste acceptance criteria is similar to that of other disposal sites in the Waikato region with the exception of a few parameters (inorganic compounds of arsenic, lead, mercury, zinc and organic compound C15-36 petroleum hydrocarbons). 


· An additional testing procedure (Synthetic Precipitation Leaching Procedure) is proposed to determine whether the concentrations of these compounds can be accepted, prior to fill arriving at site.


· There is no surface water take proposed with this application as Gleeson will be utilising the water already approved by the Waikato Regional Council as part of the quarry regional consents.





			Section 20 Ngaa Repo / Wetlands





			20.3.1











20.3.1.2


			· For Waikato-Tainui, the lower Waikato wetlands are areas of huge significance. Due to the concealing nature of wetlands, people would store and preserve taonga within them, thus ensuring the safety of those taonga.


· The wetland identified on site has been assessed as artificial as it does not meet the criteria for a natural wetland under the NES-FM.


· The wetland has been assessed as low as it has been modified and has limited connectivity.


· Pest species are to be removed from those wetland areas set aside to be rehabilitated


· The proposed managed fill will establish and comply with best practice erosion and sediment control measures to ensure efficient treatment and disposal 


· Buffer zones of appropriate indigenous plant species are to be established around offset wetland areas to assist with hydrological function of wetlands


· Gleeson will Work with Waikato-Tainui, as appropriate, to develop tools for monitoring wetland health using maatauranga Maaori.





			Section 21 Te Whenua / Land





			21.3.1.1


21.3.1.2





213.3.1





21.3.4.3


			· The gully currently contains high risk erosion area (amphitheatre) on the southern side of the gully. The design and operation of the disposal area will enable the stabilisation of the gully. 


· This highly erodible land will be filled, stabilised and allow for improved sustainable pasture and farming practices.


· Mitigation includes protecting and enhancing similar gully structures/wetlands.


· A comprehensive ESCP has been prepared with sufficient ESC measures in place to ensure effects on water bodies are minimised/avoided, and Iwi comment on these is welcomed.


· A robust Waste Acceptance Criteria and SPLP leaching tests and Fill Management Plan will ensure that the impact of contaminated land is effectively managed. 


· On completion of filling, the land will be capped with 2m deep clay, topsoiled and grassed with contours more suitable for farming purposes.


· Engagement with Waikato-Tainui to recognise and provide for ongoing consultation





			Section 22 He Mahinga Ika / Fisheries





			22.3.1.1





22.3.2.1


			· There is no impact on fish due to the ephemeral nature of the flows, and flow on effects as a result of the diversions allow for water to be treated before being discharged.


· The ecological values of the aquatic environments within the quarry properties are generally low, primarily due to the limited size of the watercourses within the property and the fact that the catchment has been highly modified during the past 80 years of quarry operations and property management.


· Pasture grass was present throughout the watercourse which created a barrier to any upstream migration for most native fish species.


· .Habitat restoration in the compensation area and offset wetland and stream to improve the environment for native fish species (planting for shade and food etc) with input from local iwi





			Section 23 Te Ararangi / Air





			23.3.1





23.3.1.1


			· An Air Discharge Assessment has been provided to confirm that any discharge to air is such that the life supporting capacity and quality of air within the rohe is retained at a level that does not compromise human health, amenity values, or property. The assessment shows that minimum discharges to air will meet national standards.


· A best practice Dust Management Plan will form an integral part of the overall operation.


· As the proposed fill site is anticipating accepting asbestos in soil and Asbestos Contaminated Material (ACM), a specific Asbestos Fill Management Plan has been developed. 


· The Asbestos FMP focuses specifically on potential effects of ACM and the proposed operational processes have been set to achieve compliance with the asbestos regulations. Provided the measures in the AFMP are followed, asbestos is not expected to be an air contaminant.


· As all low-level contaminants are natural compounds, and limited organic matter is being accepted, the managed fill will not generate any adverse odours.


· The Air Discharge Assessment concludes that the dust from the proposed fill sites is not expected to result in a significant dust nuisance or health effect. 


· Hours of operation are aligned to the quarry operational hours (5am-8pm Monday to Friday and 6am-3pm on Saturdays; no public holidays) to provide times of inactivity and rest. 





			Section 24 Te Taiao Moana / Coastal Environment





			


			· The site is not located near a ‘coast’ which includes estuaries, beaches, dunes, islands, coastal flora and fauna, and that space seaward from the coastal marine area. This section is therefore not relevant.





			Section 25 Ngaa whakaritenga moo ngaa whenua o Waikato-Tainui / Land Use Planning





			25.3.2























25.3.3


			· The growth in land-use (urban and rural) requires sites like this to dispose of low-level contaminants safely. Having ‘managed’ fill sites in the region enables redevelopment of old housing areas to occur in a more streamlined manner, by providing accessible disposal sites that can take large volumes of waste for burial. Managed fill operations seek to do the following:





(a) Provide a service to the construction industry that allows them to focus on the building without worrying about how to responsibly clear brownfield sites; and


(b) Turning land that is degraded and for the most part unusable or unproductive and giving it a purpose – even if it is just to bury clean and managed fill; and


(c) Rehabilitate the final landform to provide land that is useable, while respecting the values of those that use or work the land, including mana whenua; and


(d) Provide mitigation and betterment back to the catchment by restoring degraded wetland, stream and bush habitat – fencing, planting, pest control and permanent protection, so areas of land are restored in perpetuity for the good of the region. 


Positive environmental and cultural effects


· Efficient and economical truck movements:


Currently, trucks are arriving empty to collect aggregate from the quarry. By providing a managed fill disposal site adjacent to the quarry, this enables customers (and in particular Gleeson’s own fleet of trucks) to arrive fully laden, dump their load of managed fill material, and depart with a load of aggregate for the return trip.


· Responsible fill facilities:


While it is recognised that the Waikato Region is committed to waste minimisation wherever possible, managed fill sites are important for the disposal of end waste products, particularly from the construction industry. The WRC website (in reference to landfills44), states that ‘a well-managed and appropriately located modern landfill….is unlikely to have significant adverse effects on the environment. The resource consent process ensures that all sites meet strict environmental criteria.’ The above statement could equally be seen as applicable to cleanfill/managed fill operations. Taking into consideration the proposed population growth of Waikato District and major upcoming projects (including construction and demolition), the proposed fill sites will enable responsible fill activities at sustainably engineered sites that is unlikely to have a significant adverse effect





			Section 26 Waihanga Matua / Infrastructure 





			26.3.3














26.3.4














26.3.5


			Liquid, solid and hazardous waste


· Waste disposal, if not managed properly, will threaten the mauri of the land and the surrounding water bodies. Waste deterioration and the inappropriate storage and use of chemicals can cause waste and chemical leaching into the environment.


· To ensure that liquid, solid and hazardous waste management is best practice and manages social, cultural, spiritual, economic, and environmental effects.


· The managed fill will not receive environmentally persistent hazardous chemicals, or hazardous chemicals that could bioaccumulate to a level to have chronic toxic effects on biota – this is a low-level contaminants proposal.


Transportation


· The proposed managed fill is an excellent example of ‘economies of scale’ and allows for efficient vehicle movements on regional road networks. The currently empty trucks will arrive full and once disposed, will be washed out and collect aggregate.


· The internal roads will be utilised and upgraded accordingly. Waikato Tainui engagement


· Gleeson Quarries has been continuously engaging with Iwi in order to build a relationship and establish the disposal area in a collaborative way.


Natural Hazards


· No natural hazards areas have been identified within the Site or close to the proposed fill area. Please see Section 17 Natural Hazards above.





			Section 27 Whakaputa Hiko / Electricity Generation





			


			· Not applicable to this application





			Section 28 Keri Oopapa/ Mining and quarrying oil, gas and minerals





			


			· Not applicable to this application





			(c) Summarise how the activity is considered inconsistent or does not align with the Plan; 





			Objective 15.3.2


Policy 15.3.2.1


			Cultural, spiritual and ecological features of the Waikato landscape that are significant to Waikato-Tainui are protected and enhanced to improve the mauri of the land.


The proposal will result in the loss of ecological features – 145m ephemeral stream and wetland





			Objective 19.4.4


			Water quality is such that fresh waters within the rohe of Waikato-Tainui are drinkable, swimmable and fishable in all places (with water quality to the level that Kiingi Taawhiao could have expected in his time).





			Objective 20.3.1 


Policy 20.3.1.1


			Existing wetlands are protected and enhanced.


The proposal will result in the loss of 700m² of wetland (artificial)





			(d) Provide initial thoughts on what can be done to address inconsistencies or lack of alignment with the Plan.





			


			· To encourage improvements to local hydrology (where possible) to support healthy wetland function, and restoration of locally appropriate wetland biodiversity within local planning and land management practice.


· While a modified and artificial wetland is being lost, a further 5,816m² of wetland habitat is to be restored and enhanced and permanently protected.


· Due to the nature of works, the fill area has the potential to impact on the quality of water discharged from the site. The proposed works will be undertaken with appropriate erosion and sediment controls in place to protect the quality of freshwater. 


· The operation of the sediment retention ponds will remove 95% dissolved and total metals from the discharge. It is likely that the stormwater treatment system will improve the water quality currently being discharged from the site.


· Collaborate with iwi and use maatauranga maaori knowledge to improve existing water quality
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The other applications we need to hui with Waikato-Tainui over are:
 


•                     Fill Area 3 – Cleanfill and Managed Fill Disposal Site north of the Huntly Quarry
(compensation/mitigation/betterment provided)


 
•                     Huntly Quarry renewals of Regional Consents to operate the quarry (water take,


discharge etc) – Norm is aware of these and discussions have been held as to his
preparation of a CIA on behalf of Waahi Whaanui Trust) – this application is lodged
with WRC and going through the assessment process (on hold right now).


 
•                     Application to excavate rock from the quarry pit floor – which triggers groundwater


consent. This is a ‘zero net take’ application, as any groundwater is to be discharged
to the Waikato River.


 
I will also include you in any correspondence related to the condition (see attached consent –
Schedule One General Conditions) in regard to developing a Maatauranga Maaori Environmental
Management Plan.
 
I look forward to catching up again soon.
 
Kind Regards,
Kate Madsen
Director – Paua Planning


Environmental & Social Impact Assessments - Resource Consents - Planning Advice and Action
Phone: +64 9 4422959
Mobile: +64 21 944583
Email: kate@pauaplanning.co.nz
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