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4.7 HUNTLY 

 
Snapshot 
 
Population: 7,491 (2016 estimate), with growth 
projected to reach 8,295 by 2045. 
Location: Huntly is located on the banks of the 
Waikato River, at an interchange of the current 
SH1, and on the rail line between Ohinewai and 
Taupiri. The commercial, industrial and residential 
areas of the town are severed by the river, SH1, 
and the railway. SH1 is currently being realigned 
and will bypass Huntly to the east. Lakes Waahi, 
Puketirini and Hakanoa are located in Huntly. The 
northern end of the Hakarimata Ranges are 
adjacent. 
 
Consultation feedback 
 
During consultation sessions the following key 
issues and ideas for Huntly were put forward:  
 
 There is a pride about the community, despite 

reputational problems, and there is generally a 
strong sense of community. Work needs to be 
done on perceptions about itself within the 
community. The town is know for its strength in 
Rugby League, its mining history and power 
generation. Perhaps these aspects can be built 
upon. 

 The town’s assets, the river and the lakes, offer 
opportunities for recreation and tourism. 

 The speedway is a huge attraction to Huntly. 
 There is a wide range of social services and 

programmes, but connectivity, integration and 
coordination could be improved. 

 Growth is welcomed, as this will induce new 
energy, diversity and greater viability into the 
community. There may be opportunities for 

housing (re)development, especially on the 
western side of the river. 

 Increased home ownership is needed. 
 There is a need for suitable employment for 

young people and related skills training. 
 Employment growth should come from 

innovation and ingenuity in working with the 
town’s assets. 

 More could be done with, and leveraged off, the 
wearable arts event. 

 The Central Interchange off the realigned 
expressway should be lobbied for, as it is 
integral to Huntly’s growth and development. 

 Severance between west and east by the 
existing SH1 and the river should be reduced. 

 There is a strong desire for improved public 
transport accessibility (train and bus) among the 
community. This includes ensuring that the level 
of service is reliable and meaningful enough to 
support commuters. 

 The town centre should be more strongly 
connected with the rest of town and especially 
major destinations, for pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
Refer to Appendix A for a comprehensive 
documentation of the consultation feedback. 
 
Top priority initiatives 
 
The top priority initiatives for Huntly include:  
 
 Building a strong identity for the town. 
 Promoting a Puketirini and Kimihia (east mine) 

Employment, Skills and Technology Cluster. 
 Promoting a Puketirini and Kimihia (east mine) 

Building Fabrication Construction Cluster. 
 Supporting the central interchange off the 

Waikato Expressway. 
 
Refer to the table overleaf for more detail. 
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Proposed initiatives for Huntly 

Huntly 
continued overleaf 

Theme NO. Action Priority

Identity HU1.1 Build a strong identity based on the river corridor, and 

the unique qualities of the local area (refer to DW1.1 to 

1.4). For Huntly, consider the lakes, power, mining, 

bricks, arts, and promote as a strong rugby league 

centre. 

Top

Nature HU2.1 Prepare a strategy for the clean-up of the lakes and 

addressing any other environmental issues resulting 

from mining activity.

High

Communities HU4.1 Prepare a reputational strategy that builds on local 

pride.

Low

HU4.2 Promote waka ama on the Waikato River and lakes. Medium

Economy HU6.1 Promote a Puketirini and Kimihia (east mine) 

Employment, Skills and Technology Cluster that builds 

on existing uses (1).

Top

HU6.2 Promote a Puketirini and Kimihia (east mine) Building 

Fabrication Construction Cluster.

Top

HU6.3 Continue to support the youth strategy to tie in with 

the development of the abovementioned proposed 

clusters (refer to HU6.1 and HU6.2).

High

HU6.4 Support the Huntly Wearable Arts event. Consider 

increasing its frequency and creating more economic 

spin-off (e.g. skills development).

High

HU6.5 Determine key town centre strategy and management 

needs (2).

High
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Proposed initiatives for Huntly 

Huntly 
Refer to the proposed District-wide actions related to public transport and 
waste water and water infrastructure upgrades for Huntly. 

HU6.6 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for office development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

HU6.7 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for retail development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

Transport HU7.1 Support the central interchange off the Waikato 

Expressway (3).

Top

HU7.2 Support the production of a cycle/walking strategy that 

links the lakes, river and town centre.

Medium

HU7.3 Promote a new pedestrian river bridge (4). Medium

Theme NO. Action Priority


