
 

 

Attachment A:  National Policy Statement on Urban Development 
(provisions referred to in evidence) 
 
Part 1: Preliminary provisions 
 
1.3 Application  
(1) This National Policy Statement applies to:  

(a) all local authorities that have all or part of an urban environment within their district or 
region (ie, tier 1, 2 and 3 local authorities); and  

(b) planning decisions by any local authority that affect an urban environment. 
… 
 
development capacity means the capacity of land to be developed for housing or for business use, 
based on:  

(a) the zoning, objectives, policies, rules, and overlays that apply in the relevant 
proposed and operative RMA planning documents; and  

(b) the provision of adequate development infrastructure to support the development of land for 
housing or business use  
urban environment means any area of land (regardless of size, and irrespective of local authority or 
statistical boundaries) that: 

(a) is, or is intended to be, predominantly urban in character; and 
(b)  is, or is intended to be, part of a housing and labour market of at least 10,000 people  

 
 
Part 2:  Objectives and Policies 
 
2.1 Objectives 
 
Objective 1: New Zealand has well-functioning urban environments that enable all people and 
communities to provide for their social, economic, and cultural wellbeing, and for their health and 
safety, now and into the future.  
 
Objective 2: Planning decisions improve housing affordability by supporting competitive land and 
development markets.  
 
Objective 3: Regional policy statements and district plans enable more people to live in, and more 
businesses and community services to be located in, areas of an urban environment in which one or 
more of the following apply:  

(a) the area is in or near a centre zone or other area with many employment 
opportunities  

(b) the area is well-serviced by existing or planned public transport 
(c) there is high demand for housing or for business land in the area, relative to other 

areas within the urban environment.  
 
Objective 4: New Zealand’s urban environments, including their amenity values, develop and change 
over time in response to the diverse and changing needs of people, communities, and future 
generations.  
 
Objective 5: Planning decisions relating to urban environments, and FDSs, take into account the 
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi).  
 
Objective 6: Local authority decisions on urban development that affect urban environments are:  



 

 

(a) integrated with infrastructure planning and funding decisions; and  
(b) strategic over the medium term and long term; and  
(c) responsive, particularly in relation to proposals that would supply significant 

development capacity.  
 
Objective 7: Local authorities have robust and frequently updated information about their urban 
environments and use it to inform planning decisions.  
 
Objective 8: New Zealand’s urban environments:  

(a) support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions; and  
(b) are resilient to the current and future effects of climate change.  

 
2.2 Policies  
 
Policy 1: Planning decisions contribute to well-functioning urban environments, which are urban 
environments that, as a minimum:  

(a) have or enable a variety of homes that:  
(i)  meet the needs, in terms of type, price, and location, of different households; 

and   
(ii)  enable Māori to express their cultural traditions and norms; and  

(b) have or enable a variety of sites that are suitable for different business sectors in 
terms of location and site size; and  

(c) have good accessibility for all people between housing, jobs, community services, 
natural spaces, and open spaces, including by way of public or active transport; and   

(d) support, and limit as much as possible adverse impacts on, the competitive operation 
of land and development markets; and  

(e) support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions; and  
(f) are resilient to the likely current and future effects of climate change.  

 
Policy 2: Tier 1, 2, and 3 local authorities, at all times, provide at least sufficient development 
capacity to meet expected demand for housing and for business land over the short term, medium 
term, and long term. 
 
… 
 
Policy 8: Local authority decisions affecting urban environments are responsive to plan changes that 
would add significantly to development capacity and contribute to well-functioning urban 
environments, even if the development capacity is: 

(a) unanticipated by RMA planning documents; or 
(b) out-of-sequence with planned land release. 

 
Part 3: Implementation, Subpart 2 – Responsive planning  
 
3.8 Unanticipated or out-of-sequence developments  
 
(1) This clause applies to a plan change that provides significant development capacity that is not 

otherwise enabled in a plan or is not in sequence with planned land release.  
 
 
(2) Every local authority must have particular regard to the development capacity provided by the 

plan change if that development capacity:  
(a) would contribute to a well-functioning urban environment; and  



 

 

(a) is well-connected along transport corridors; and  
(b) meets the criteria set under subclause (3); and  
 

(3) Every regional council must include criteria in its regional policy statement for determining 
what plan changes will be treated, for the purpose of implementing Policy 8, as adding 
significantly to development capacity.  
 

 

  



 

 

Attachment B:  Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato / Vision and Strategy for the Waikato 
River 
 
Vision 
 

Our Vision is for a future where a healthy Waikato River sustains abundant life and prosperous 
communities who, in turn, are all responsible for restoring and protecting the health and wellbeing of 
the Waikato River, and all it embraces, for generations to come. 
 
Objectives 
 

In order to realise the Vision, the following Objectives will be pursued: 
 
a.  The restoration and protection of the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River. 
 
b.  The restoration and protection of the relationship of Waikato-Tainui with the Waikato River, 

including their economic, social, cultural, and spiritual relationships. 
 
c.  The restoration and protection of the relationship of Waikato River iwi according to their 

tikanga and kawa, with the Waikato River, including their economic, social, cultural and 
spiritual relationships. 

 
d.  The restoration and protection of the relationship of the Waikato region’s communities with 

the Waikato River including their economic, social, cultural and spiritual relationships. 
 
e.  The integrated, holistic and coordinated approach to management of the natural, physical, 

cultural and historic resources of the Waikato River. 
 
f.  The adoption of a precautionary approach towards decisions that may result in significant 

adverse effects on the Waikato River, and in particular those effects that threaten serious or 
irreversible damage to the Waikato River. 

 
g. The recognition and avoidance of adverse cumulative effects, and potential cumulative 

effects, of activities undertaken both on the Waikato River and within its catchments on the 
health and wellbeing of the Waikato River. 

 
h.  The recognition that the Waikato River is degraded and should not be required to absorb 

further degradation as a result of human activities.  
 
i.  The protection and enhancement of significant sites, fisheries, flora and fauna. 
 
j.  The recognition that the strategic importance of the Waikato River to New Zealand’s social, 

cultural, environmental and economic wellbeing requires the restoration and protection of the 
health and wellbeing of the Waikato River.  

 
k. The restoration of water quality within the Waikato River so that it is safe for people to swim in 

and take food from over its entire length.  
 
l.  The promotion of improved access to the Waikato River to better enable sporting, 

recreational, and cultural opportunities. 
 
m.  The application to the above of both maatauranga Maaori and latest available scientific 

methods.   



 

 

Attachment C:  Waikato Regional Policy Statement 
(provisions referred to in evidence) 
 
Chapter 3 – Objectives 
 
Policy 3.2 Resource use and development 
Recognise and provide for the role of sustainable resource use and development and its benefits in 
enabling people and communities to provide for their economic, social and cultural wellbeing, 
including by maintaining and where appropriate enhancing: 
 
a)  access to natural and physical resources to provide for regionally significant industry and 

primary production activities that support such industry; 
b)  the life supporting capacity of soils, water and ecosystems to support primary production 

activities; 
c)  the availability of energy resources for electricity generation and for electricity generation 

activities to locate where the energy resource exists; 
d)  access to the significant mineral resources of the region; and 
e)  the availability of water for municipal and domestic supply to people and communities. 
… 
 
Policy 3.4 Health and wellbeing of the Waikato River 
The health and wellbeing of the Waikato River is restored and protected and Te Ture Whaimana o Te 
Awa o Waikato (the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River) is achieved. 
… 
 
Policy 3.10 Sustainable and efficient use of resources 
Use and development of natural and physical resources, excluding minerals, occurs in a way and at 
a rate that is sustainable, and where the use and development of all natural and physical resources is 
efficient and minimises the generation of waste. 
… 
 
Policy 3.12 Built environment 
Development of the built environment (including transport and other infrastructure) and associated 
land use occurs in an integrated, sustainable and planned manner which enables positive 
environmental, social, cultural and economic outcomes, including by:  
 
a)  promoting positive indigenous biodiversity outcomes; 
b)  preserving and protecting natural character, and protecting outstanding natural features and 

landscapes from inappropriate subdivision, use, and development 
c)  integrating land use and infrastructure planning, including by ensuring that development of the 

built environment does not compromise the safe, efficient and effective operation of 
infrastructure corridors; 

d)  integrating land use and water planning, including to ensure that sufficient water is available 
to support future planned growth; 

e)  recognising and protecting the value and long-term benefits of regionally significant 
infrastructure; 

f). protecting access to identified significant mineral resources; 
g)  minimising land use conflicts, including minimising potential for reverse sensitivity; 
h)  anticipating and responding to changing land use pressures outside the Waikato region which 

may impact on the built environment within the region; 



 

 

i)  providing for the development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of new and existing 
electricity transmission and renewable electricity generation activities including small and 
community scale generation; 

j)  promoting a viable and vibrant central business district in Hamilton city, with a supporting 
network of sub-regional and town centres; and 

k)  providing for a range of commercial development to support the social and economic 
wellbeing of the region.  

… 
 
Policy 3.14 Mauri and values of fresh water bodies 
Maintain or enhance the mauri and identified values of fresh water bodies including by: 
 
a)  maintaining or enhancing the overall quality of freshwater within the region; 
b)  safeguarding ecosystem processes and indigenous species habitats; 
c)  safeguarding the outstanding values of identified outstanding freshwater bodies and the 

significant values of wetlands; 
d)  safeguarding and improving the life supporting capacity of freshwater bodies where they have 

been degraded as a result of human activities, with demonstrable progress made by 2030; 
e)  establishing objectives, limits and targets, for freshwater bodies that will determine how they 

will be managed; 
f)  enabling people to provide for their social, economic and cultural wellbeing and for their 

health and safety; 
g)  recognising that there will be variable management responses required for different 

catchments of the region. 
… 
 
Policy 3.24 Natural hazards 
The effects of natural hazards on people, property and the environment are managed by: 
 
a)  increasing community resilience to hazard risks; 
b)  reducing the risks from hazards to acceptable or tolerable levels; and 
c) enabling the effective and efficient response and recovery from natural hazard events. 
… 
 
Policy 3.27 Minimum housing targets for the Future Proof area1 
The minimum targets for sufficient, feasible development capacity for housing in the Future Proof area 
are met, in accordance with the requirements of the National Policy Statement on Urban Development 
Capacity (NPS-UDC) 2016.  
 

 

Area 

Minimum Targets (number of dwellings) 

Short to Medium 1-

10 years (2017-

2026) 

Long term 11-30 

years (2027-2046) 

Total 

Hamilton City 13,300 23,600 36,900 

Waipa District 5,700 8,200 13,900 

Waikato District 7,100 12,300 19,400 

Future Proof Sub- Region 26,100 44,100 70,200 

 

                                                           
1 Objective 3.27 inserted 19 December 2018 as directed by the NPS-UDC 



 

 

Policy 6.1 Planned and co-ordinated subdivision, use and development 
Subdivision, use and development of the built environment, including transport, occurs in a planned 
and co-ordinated manner which: 
 
a)  has regard to the principles in section 6A; 
b)  recognises and addresses potential cumulative effects of subdivision, use and development; 
c)  is based on sufficient information to allow assessment of the potential long-term effects of 

subdivision, use and development; and 
d)  has regard to the existing built environment. 
 
Method 6.1.2 Reverse sensitivity 
Local authorities should have particular regard to the potential for reverse sensitivity when 
assessing resource consent applications, preparing, reviewing or changing district or regional plans 
and development planning mechanisms such as structure plans and growth strategies. In particular, 
consideration should be given to discouraging new sensitive activities, locating near existing and 
planned land uses or activities that could be subject to effects including the discharge of substances, 
odour, smoke, noise, light spill, or dust which could affect the health of people and / or lower the 
amenity values of the surrounding area. 
 
Method 6.1.8 Information to support new urban development and subdivision 
District plan zoning for new urban development (and redevelopment where applicable), and 
subdivision and consent decisions for urban development, shall be supported by information which 
identifies, as appropriate to the scale and potential effects of development, the following: 
 
a)  the type and location of land uses (including residential, industrial, commercial and 

recreational land uses, and community facilities where these can be anticipated) that will be 
permitted or provided for, and the density, staging and trigger requirements; 

b)  the location, type, scale, funding and staging of infrastructure required to service the area; 
c)  multi-modal transport links and connectivity, both within the area of new urban development, 

and to neighbouring areas and existing transport infrastructure; and how the safe and efficient 
functioning of existing and planned transport and other regionally significant infrastructure 
will be protected and enhanced; 

d) how existing values, and valued features of the area (including amenity, landscape, natural 
character, ecological and heritage values, water bodies, high class soils and significant 
view catchments) will be managed; 

e)  potential natural hazards and how the related risks will be managed; 
… 
 
Policy 6.3 Co-ordinating growth and infrastructure 
Management of the built environment ensures: 
 
a)  the nature, timing and sequencing of new development is co-ordinated with the development, 

funding, implementation and operation of transport and other infrastructure, in order to: 
i) optimise the efficient and affordable provision of both the development and the 

infrastructure; 
ii)  maintain or enhance the operational effectiveness, viability and safety of existing and 

planned infrastructure; 
iii)  protect investment in existing infrastructure; and 
iv)  ensure new development does not occur until provision for appropriate infrastructure 

necessary to service the development is in place; 
b)  the spatial pattern of land use development, as it is likely to develop over at least a 30-year 

period, is understood sufficiently to inform reviews of the Regional Land Transport Plan. As a 



 

 

minimum, this will require the development and maintenance of growth strategies where 
strong population growth is anticipated;  

c)  the efficient and effective functioning of infrastructure, including transport corridors, is 
maintained, and the ability to maintain and upgrade that infrastructure is retained; and 

d)  a co-ordinated and integrated approach across regional and district boundaries and between 
agencies; and 

e)  that where new infrastructure is provided by the private sector, it does not compromise the 
function of existing, or the planned provision of, infrastructure provided by central, regional 
and local government agencies. 

 
Method 6.3.1 Plan provisions 
Regional and district plans shall include provisions that provide for a long-term strategic approach to 
the integration of land use and infrastructure and that give effect to Policy 6.3, including by ensuring 
as appropriate that: 
 
a)  roading patterns and design support the use of public transport; 
b)  walking and cycling facilities are integrated with developments; 
c)  the different transport modes are well connected; 
d)  industry is located where there is good access to strategic transport networks and road, rail or 

freight hubs; 
e)  development maintains and enhances the safe, efficient and effective use of existing 

infrastructure and can be integrated with future infrastructure needs where these can be 
determined; 

f)  development does not add to existing road safety risks and where possible should reduce 
such risks; 

g)  development does not unnecessarily prevent likely future network infrastructure 
improvements and upgrades; 

h)  development patterns support the use of rail or sea for freight movement; 
i)  provisions support the travel demand management components of the Regional Land 

Transport Plan; and 
j)  development recognises the transport hierarchy and manages effects on the function of 

transport infrastructure. 
 
Method 6.3.2 Aligning infrastructure and land use planning 
Territorial authorities should, in association with Waikato Regional Council, the NZ Transport Agency 
and other infrastructure providers, ensure infrastructure planning and land use planning initiatives are 
aligned, and should co-ordinate the provision of appropriate infrastructure and services for new 
development prior to development occurring. 
 
Method 6.3.4 Planning for land use and transport 
Local authorities should ensure as appropriate, that growth strategies, structure plans, regional land 
transport plans and development manuals and design codes are consistent with the directions in 
Policy 6.3. 
 
Policy 6.5 Energy demand management 
Development should minimise transport, energy demand and waste production, encourage beneficial 
re-use of waste materials, and promote the efficient use of energy. 
 
Method 6.5.1 District plan provisions 
District plans should: 



 

 

a)  encourage energy-efficient urban development, such as through promotion of energy-efficient 
urban form and design, energy-efficient buildings, innovative energy technologies and 
provision for multi-modal transport systems; and… 

 
Policy 6.6 Significant infrastructure and energy resources 
Management of the built environment ensures particular regard is given to: 
a)  that the effectiveness and efficiency of existing and planned regionally significant 

infrastructure is protected; 
… 
 
Method 6.6.1 Plan provisions 
Regional and district plans shall include provisions that give effect to Policy 6.6, and in particular, that 
management of the built environment: 
a)  avoids, as far as practicable, adverse effects on the function of significant transport corridors 

as defined in Maps 6.1 and 6.1A (section 6B), and otherwise remedies or mitigates any 
adverse effects that cannot be practicably be avoided; 

b)  avoids, as far as practicable, the adverse effects of ribbon development along the defined 
significant transport corridors, and otherwise remedies or mitigates any adverse effects that 
cannot practicably be avoided; 

c)  avoids as far as practicable, the need for additional access points onto the defined significant 
transport corridors, and otherwise remedies or mitigates the adverse effects of any additional 
access points that cannot practicably be avoided; 

d)  avoids as far as is practicable, the exacerbation of community severance caused by defined 
significant transport corridors, and otherwise remedies or mitigates the adverse effects of any 
exacerbated community severance that cannot practicably be avoided; 

… 
f) provides for infrastructure in a manner that: 

i)  recognises that infrastructure development can adversely affect people and 
communities; 

ii)  enables the ongoing operation, maintenance, upgrading and development of 
municipal water supply infrastructure so as to provide for the justified and reasonably 
foreseeable needs of current and future generations; and 

iii)  does not result in land uses that adversely affect the effective and efficient operation 
of existing and planned regionally significant infrastructure. 

… 
 

Policy 6.14 Adopting Future Proof land use pattern 
Within the Future Proof area: 
 
a)  new urban development within Hamilton City, Cambridge, Te Awamutu/Kihikihi, Pirongia, 

Huntly, Ngaruawahia, Raglan, Te Kauwhata, Meremere, Taupiri, Horotiu, Matangi, 
Gordonton, Rukuhia, Te Kowhai and Whatawhata shall occur within the Urban Limits 
indicated on Map 6.2 (section 6C); 

b)  new residential (including rural-residential) development shall be managed in accordance with 
the timing and population for growth areas in Table 6-1 (section 6D); 

c)  new industrial development should predominantly be located in the strategic industrial nodes 
in Table 6-2 (section 6D) and in accordance with the indicative timings in that table except 
where alternative land release and timing is demonstrated to meet the criteria in Method 
6.14.3; 

d)  other industrial development should only occur within the Urban Limits indicated on Map 6.2 
(section 6C), unless there is a need for the industry to locate in the rural area in close 
proximity to the primary product source. Industrial development in urban areas other than the 



 

 

strategic industrial nodes in Table 6-2 (section 6D) shall be provided for as appropriate in 
district plans; 

e)  new industrial development outside the strategic industrial nodes or outside the allocation 
limits set out in Table 6-2 shall not be of a scale or location where the development 
undermines the role of any strategic industrial node as set out in Table 6-2; 

f)  new industrial development outside the strategic industrial nodes must avoid, remedy or 
mitigate adverse effects on the arterial function of the road network, and on other 
infrastructure; 

g)  where alternative industrial and residential land release patterns are promoted through district 
plan and structure plan processes, justification shall be provided to demonstrate consistency 
with the principles of the Future Proof land use pattern; and  

h)  where land is required for activities that require direct access to Hamilton Airport runways and 
where these activities cannot be accommodated within the industrial land allocation in Table 
6-2, such activities may be provided for within other land adjacent to the runways, providing 
adverse effects on the arterial road network and other infrastructure are avoided, remedied or 
mitigated. 

 
Method 6.14.3 Criteria for alternative land release 
District plans and structure plans can only consider an alternative residential or industrial land 
release, or an alternative timing of that land release, than that indicated in Tables 6-1 and 6-2 in 
section 6D provided that: 
 
a)  to do so will maintain or enhance the safe and efficient function of existing or planned 

infrastructure when compared to the release provided for within Tables 6-1 and 6-2; 
b)  the total allocation identified in Table 6-2 for any one strategic industrial node should 

generally not be exceeded or an alternative timing of industrial land release allowed, unless 
justified through robust and comprehensive evidence (including but not limited to, planning, 
economic and infrastructural/servicing evidence); 

c)  sufficient zoned land within the greenfield area or industrial node is available or could be 
made available in a timely and affordable manner; and making the land available will maintain 
the benefits of regionally significant committed infrastructure investments made to support 
other greenfield areas or industrial nodes; and 

d)  the effects of the change are consistent with the development principles set out in Section 6A. 
 
Policy 6A Development principles – General development principles 
New development should: 
 
a)  support existing urban areas in preference to creating new ones; 
b)  occur in a manner that provides clear delineation between urban areas and rural areas; 
c)  make use of opportunities for urban intensification and redevelopment to minimise the need 

for urban development in greenfield areas; 
d)  not compromise the safe, efficient and effective operation and use of existing and planned 

infrastructure, including transport infrastructure, and should allow for future infrastructure 
needs, including maintenance and upgrading, where these can be anticipated; 

e)  connect well with existing and planned development and infrastructure; 
f) identify water requirements necessary to support development and ensure the availability of 

the volumes required; 
g) be planned and designed to achieve the efficient use of water; 
h) be directed away from identified significant mineral resources and their access routes, natural 

hazard areas, energy and transmission corridors, locations identified as likely renewable 
energy generation sites and their associated energy resources, regionally significant 
industry, high class soils, and primary production activities on those high class soils; 



 

 

i)  promote compact urban form, design and location to: 
i)  minimise energy and carbon use; 
ii)  minimise the need for private motor vehicle use; 
iii)  maximise opportunities to support and take advantage of public transport in particular 

by encouraging employment activities in locations that are or can in the future be 
served efficiently by public transport; 

iv)  encourage walking, cycling and multi-modal transport connections; and  
v)  maximise opportunities for people to live, work and play within their local area; 

j)  maintain or enhance landscape values and provide for the protection of historic and cultural 
heritage; 

k)  promote positive indigenous biodiversity outcomes and protect significant indigenous 
vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna. Development which can enhance 
ecological integrity, such as by improving the maintenance, enhancement or development of 
ecological corridors, should be encouraged; 

l)  maintain and enhance public access to and along the coastal marine area, lakes, and rivers; 
m)   avoid as far as practicable adverse effects on natural hydrological characteristics and 

processes (including aquifer recharge and flooding patterns), soil stability, water quality and 
aquatic ecosystems including through methods such as low impact urban design and 
development (LIUDD); 

n)  adopt sustainable design technologies, such as the incorporation of energy efficient (including 
passive solar) design, low-energy street lighting, rain gardens, renewable energy 
technologies, rainwater harvesting and grey water recycling techniques where appropriate; 

o)  not result in incompatible adjacent land uses (including those that may result in reverse 
sensitivity effects), such as industry, rural activities and existing or planned infrastructure; 

p)  be appropriate with respect to projected effects of climate change and be designed to allow 
adaptation to these changes; 

q)  consider effects on the unique tāngata whenua relationships, values, aspirations, roles and 
responsibilities with respect to an area. Where appropriate, opportunities to visually recognise 
tāngata whenua connections within an area should be considered; 

r)  support the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River in the Waikato River catchment; 
s)  encourage waste minimisation and efficient use of resources (such as through resource-

efficient design and construction methods); and  
t)  recognise and maintain or enhance ecosystem services. 
 
Policy 11.2 Protect significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous 
fauna 
Significant indigenous vegetation and the significant habitats of indigenous fauna shall be protected 
by ensuring the characteristics that contribute to its significance are not adversely affected to the 
extent that the significance of the vegetation or habitat is reduced. 
 
Method 11.2.2 Protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna 
Regional and district plans shall (excluding activities pursuant to 11.1.4): 
 
a)  protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna; 
b)  require that activities avoid the loss or degradation of areas of significant indigenous 

vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna in preference to remediation or 
mitigation; 

c)  require that any unavoidable adverse effects on areas of significant indigenous vegetation 
and significant habitats of indigenous fauna are remedied or mitigated; 



 

 

d)  where any adverse effects are unable to be avoided, remedied or mitigated in accordance 
with (b) and (c), more than minor residual adverse effects shall be offset to achieve no net 
loss; and 

e)  ensure that remediation, mitigation or offsetting as a first priority relates to the indigenous 
biodiversity that has been lost or degraded (whether by on-site or offsite methods). Methods 
may include the following: 
i)  replace like-for-like habitats or ecosystems (including being of at least equivalent size 

or ecological value); 
ii)  involve the re-creation of habitat; 
iii)  develop or enhance areas of alternative habitat supporting similar 

ecology/significance; or 
iv)  involve the legal and physical protection of existing habitat; 

f)  recognise that remediation, mitigation and offsetting may not be appropriate where the 
indigenous biodiversity is rare, at risk, threatened or irreplaceable; and 

g)  have regard to the functional necessity of activities being located in or near areas of 
significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna where no 
reasonably practicable alternative location exists. 

 
Policy 13.1 Natural hazard risk management approach 
Natural hazard risks are managed using an integrated and holistic approach that: 
 
a)  ensures the risk from natural hazards does not exceed an acceptable level; 
b)  protects health and safety; 
c)  avoids the creation of new intolerable risk; 
d)  Reduces intolerable risk to tolerable or acceptable levels; 
e)  enhances community resilience; 
f)  is aligned with civil defence approaches; 
g)  prefers the use of natural features over man-made structures as defences against natural 

hazards; 
h)  recognises natural systems and takes a ‘whole of system’ approach; and 
i)  seeks to use the best available information/best practice. 
 
Method 13.1.1 Risk management framework 
Regional and district plans shall incorporate a risk-based approach into the management of 
subdivision, use and development in relation to natural hazards. This should be in accordance with 
relevant standards, strategies and plans, and ensure that: 
 
a)  new development is managed so that natural hazard risks do not exceed acceptable levels; 
b)  intolerable risk is reduced to tolerable or acceptable levels; 
c)  the creation of new intolerable risk is avoided; 
d)  any intolerable risk as a result of existing use and development is as low as reasonably 

achievable; and 
e)  where intolerable risk remains, the risks will be managed until an acceptable level is 

achieved.   



 

 

Attachment D: Future Proof – Planning for Growth (2017) 
 
1.3 Guiding Principles 
 
Effective Governance, Leadership, Integration, Implementation and Productive Partnerships  
 

 Ensure that collaborative arrangements are in place for effective Strategy governance and 
implementation.  

 Ensure that the Strategy is integrated into the partners’ and other implementation agencies’ 
policy documents and plans.  

 Encourage the partners to be advocates for the Future Proof Strategy to central government 
and other implementation agencies.  

 Monitor the effectiveness of the Strategy’s guiding principles so that we better understand the 
propositions “what has happened” and “what difference did the Future Proof Strategy make”.  

 
Diverse and Vibrant Metropolitan Centre linked to Thriving Town and Rural Communities and Place of 
Choice – Live, Work, Play, Invest and Visit  
 

 Recognise the importance of the Future Proof sub-region within the wider Waikato Region 
and the upper North Island. 

 Maintain and enhance the Hamilton Central City as the primary commercial, civic and social 
centre of the Future Proof area, with it also becoming an important residential intensification 
area. 

 Ensure the sub-region’s towns and villages retain their individual and distinct identities with 
thriving town centres that support people to live, work, play, invest and visit.  

 Promote increased densities in new residential development and more intensive 
redevelopment of existing urban areas. 

 Encourage development to locate adjacent to existing urban settlements and nodes in both 
the Waikato and Waipa Districts and that rural-residential development occurs in a 
sustainable way to ensure it will not compromise the Future Proof settlement pattern or create 
demand for the provision of urban services. 

 Ensure commercial and industrial development is located in selected sub-regional areas and 
that it is not located where it undermines the areas of influence of the Hamilton Central City, 
Cambridge, Te Awamutu, Pokeno, Tuakau, Te Kauwhata, Horotiu, Ngaruawahia, Raglan and 
Huntly. 

 Provide housing and lifestyle choice within defined locations, including papakāinga, with 
greater emphasis on good urban design outcomes. Where possible, respond to government 
policies on land supply and housing affordability. 

 Maintain the separation of urban areas by defined and open space and effective rural zoning. 

 Recognise and provide for the growth of urban areas and villages within indicative urban and 
village limits. 

 Support existing commercial centres, towns and villages within the sub-region so these 
places remain vibrant and valued. 

 
Protection of Natural Environments, Landscapes and Heritage and Healthy Waikato River as Heart of 
Region’s Identity  
 

 Maintain and enhance the cultural and heritage values of the sub-region.  

 Ensure that the settlement pattern generally avoids as far as practicable adverse effects on 
natural hydrological characteristics and processes, soil stability, water quality and aquatic 
ecosystems; maintain or enhance landscape values; and, promotes positive indigenous 



 

 

biodiversity outcomes and protects significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats 
of indigenous fauna.  

 Maintain, enhance and create important ecological areas and corridors for the protection and 
enhancement of indigenous biodiversity.  

 Give effect to the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River by restoring the health and well-
being of the Waikato and Waipa Rivers, including adopting an integrated management 
approach.  

 
Affordable and Sustainable Infrastructure  
 

 The staging and timing of the settlement pattern will align with the partners’ long-term 
infrastructure strategies and that of any potential waters Council Controlled Organisation 
(CCO), as well as NZ Transport Agency plans.  

 Encourage development in established settlements to support existing infrastructure.  

 Protect existing and future infrastructure and transport corridors, including the Waikato 
Expressway, Southern Links and rail corridors, from development that could constrain or 
compromise the efficiency of infrastructure and transport corridor operation.  

 Ensure development is planned to support safe and efficient transport infrastructure, including 
public transport provision and reduced dependence on motor vehicles.  

 Recognise the need for stronger links between land-use and transport in respect of the 
settlement pattern and ensure capacity is matched with development potential.  

 Ensure large scale community facilities and services are planned on a sub-regional basis to 
avoid duplication of resources.  

 
Sustainable Resource Use  
 

 Protect versatile and quality farmland for productive purposes through the provision of limited 
rural lifestyle development around existing towns and villages and encouraging a more 
compact urban footprint.  

 Ensure development is directed away from potential and known hazard areas as well as 
areas suited to energy generation and transmission, and important mineral resources 
(including sand and aggregate) and access routes to these resources.  

 Ensure that planning for the future use of water maintains or improves water quality and 
promotes efficient use.  

 Promote planning for an energy efficient, low carbon emissions, sustainable environment.  
 Ensure communities are well informed about sustainability principles and are encouraged to 

incorporate them into daily life.  
 
Tāngata Whenua  
 

 Ensure that the values, principles, aspirations, roles and responsibilities and the place of 
tāngata whenua are reflected and incorporated into Strategy governance and implementation.  

 Recognise the unique relationship that tāngata whenua have with the whenua awa, moana, 
maunga, taiao katoa: the land, waterways, ocean, mountains, wider environment and other 
people in the sub- region. This includes, but is not limited to, the practice of kaitiakitanga. 

 


