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Recommendations

and time and cost-intensive approval process-
es for molecular breeding products. The ab-
sence of certain innovations also poses costs
and risks for humans, nature and the environ-
ment. Responsible management of technolo-
gy-related developments means weighing the
positive and negative effects against each oth-
er and monitoring them in order to intervene
and take control if necessary. The application
of the precautionary principle must not be
linked to speculative risks. Instead, the pre-
cautionary principle should be applied on a
scientific basis and, alongside the experience
with conventional genetic engineering over
the past 30 years, the benefits of new molecu-
lar breeding methods and their products must
be considered appropriately and in a prob-
lem-oriented manner. To this end, research on
the consequences for health, ecology, society
and the economy of genome edited plants and
their use, oriented towards the product and
application scenario of new molecular breed-
ing methods, should be publicly funded and
strengthened. Research should also focus on
the apprehensions and concerns about genet-
ic engineering that are widespread in society.

Recommendation 7. Increasing market com-
petition: The low costs and high efficiency of
genome editing methods also make them suit-
able for use by small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) and by public research institu-
tions (including in developing countries). This
facilitates molecular breeding of insufficiently
cultivated or neglected crops such as legumes
or fruit and vegetable varieties of only region-
al importance. The undifferentiated regula-
tion of genome edited plants prevents SMEs

in particular from taking advantage of the
opportunities offered by genome editing. A
high market share of SMEs can help to counter
the process of monopolisation in the already
highly concentrated international markets for
new plant varieties and seeds. Only large mul-
tinational corporations can afford the current
costs and delays caused by European approval
processes.

Regulatory practice also contributes to a gloh-
al reduction of applications to a small number
of crop species and a handful of traits with
high market potential. Targeted regulatory
incentives should therefore be created for
breeders and seed producers so that improved
crops and associated cultivation methods be-
come more productive and at the same time
more resource-efficient and environmentally
compatible. This could be achieved through
the coordinated identification, for instance in
the course of dialogue forums, of plant traits
that are both agriculturally and socially desir-
able, and through government support for the
development and approval of corresponding
new varieties that allow, for example, reduced
use of pesticides, water and fertilisers. A sci-
ence-based GMO regulatory practice can facil-
itate SMEs’ access to the market for new plant
varieties and seeds, thereby increasing com-
petition and diversity, e.g. of locally adapted
crops. The frequent undetectability of the use
of genome editing poses particular challenges
for patent and plant variety protection. The
legislator should therefore monitor develop-
ments in this field and consider legal chang-
es of patent and plant variety protection law
where necessary.


















Legislation to be introduced to lift GM ban - Tim Whetstone https://www.timwhetstone.com.aw/legislation_to_be_introduced_to_lift gm_ban

“Over the past fifteen years the GM moratorium has failed dismally and has achieved little more than to punish our farmers and
discourage research and investment. It is time for politicians to put ideology aside and have trust in the ability of our farmers to grow
the state.”

If the Bill does not pass Parliament this year the Marshall Liberal Government will reconsider regulatory options to provide choice to
farmers.
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First Argentine GM Potato to be Released
in 2020

October 23, 2019

The National Council of Technical and Scientific Research (CONICET) commenced with
the registration of the first biotech potato variety in Argentina to the National Seed
Institute. CONICET, in partnership with Sidus, developed the biotech potato with
resistance to virus Y called SPT TICAR. This new biotech potato variety is expected to
provide potato farmers with 10% cost savings, reduction in the use of insecticides, and
general improvement of competitiveness across the value chain.

Potato virus Y is a common obstacle of potato farmers in all production zones around
the country. Development of TICAR biotech potato started 20 years ago. The developers
are currently working on potato varieties with drought tolerance and other virus

resistance traits. TICAR potato is expected to be commercially available in Argentina in
2020.

Read the original article from eFarm News Argentina.






llion

Biotech Crop Area Reaches 2.5 Bi
Hectares in 23 Years

October 23, 2019

High adoption of biotech crops continued in 2018, according to the ISAAA Report,
Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/GM Crops in 2078, On the 23rd year of
commercial cultivation of biotech crops, 26 countries grew 191.7 million hectares of
biotech crops, bringing the accumulated biotech crop area to 2.5 billion hectares, a
~113-fold increase since 1996, the first year of commercial planting of biotech crops.
This makes biotech crops the fastest crop technology adopted in recent times.

The total area of 191.7 million hectares in 2018 were grown by 26 countries, 21
developing and 5 industrial countries. Developing countries led by Brazil planted 54% of
the total biotech crop area, while the industrial countries led by the USA planted the
remaining 46%. An additional 44 countries imported biotech crops for food, feed, and
processing, bringing the total number of countries that adopted biotech crops to 70.

Learn more about biotech crops adoption in 2018, download and read the booklet
Beyond Promises: Facts about Biotech/GM Crops in 2018.
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