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Beca 2017 (unless Beca has expressly agreed otherwise with the Client in writing).

reliance by any person contrary to the above, to which Beca has not given its prior written consent, is at 
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developers and Counci l  on how to achieve res ident ial  subdivis ion 

pol ices.  In this  regard, the guidel ines are intended to ass ist  in the planning 

Waikato Distr ict  Council ’s  Commitment to Good Urban Design Outcomes

urban design within their  town or city.  Whi le non-statutory,  the Urban Design 

1. Context 

2.  Character 

3.  Choice

4. Connections 

5.  Creativi ty 

6.  Custodianship

7. Col laboration

1.  PURPOSE OF THE WAIKATO DISTRICT 
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION GUIDELINES

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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2. HOW TO USE THE GUIDELINES

Supporting Design Statements

• 
• 
• 
• 

Subdivision Size

Small (S) scale subdivision:

Medium (M) scale subdivision: 
a public street.

Large (L) scale subdivision: 

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Other Relevant Supporting Information

these design guidelines.

Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)

Universal Access Design

Street Trees

corridor.

Compliance Document for 
New Zealand Building Code 
Clause H1
Energy Efficiency – Third Edition
Prepared by the Department of Building and Housing

This Compliance Document is prepared by the Department of Building  
and Housing. The Department of Building and Housing is a Government 
Department established under the State Sector Act 1988.

Enquiries about the content of this document should be directed to: 

Department of Building and Housing
PO Box 10-729, Wellington.
Telephone 0800 242 243
Fax 04 494 0290 
Email: info@dbh.govt.nz

Compliance Documents are available from www.dbh.govt.nz 

© Department of Building and Housing 2011

This Compliance Document is protected by Crown copyright, unless indicated otherwise. 
The Department of Building and Housing administers the copyright in this document. 
You may use and reproduce this document for your personal use or for the purposes 
of your business provided you reproduce the document accurately and not in an 
inappropriate or misleading context. You may not distribute this document to others 
or reproduce it for sale or profit.

The Department of Building and Housing owns or has licences to use all images and 
trademarks in this document. You must not use or reproduce images and trademarks 
featured in this document for any purpose (except as part of an accurate reproduction 
of this document) unless you first obtain the written permission of the Department 
of Building and Housing.
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3. SITE AND CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS

3.1 Overview

3.2 Outcomes Sought

• 

 Maori

• 

• 

• 

3.3 Guidelines for site and contextual analysis

Landform and vegetation

• 

• 
areas.

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Land use and connectivity

• 
open space within the surrounding area.

• 

• 

• 
e.g. industrial land uses.

• 
• 

wind direction

Local road

Collector road

Residential

Site

Legend

Rural Residential
Key pedestrian route

Key views

School

Local shops

Existing buildings
Heritage site Cycleway

Existing vegetation

Figure 1. 
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4. CONNECTIVITY AND MOVEMENT NETWORKS

4.1 Overview

4.2 Outcomes Sought

• 
• 

• 

• Clear orientation and signage aided by a logical layout, street hierarchy, street cross sections and 

4.3 Guidelines for Connectivity and Movement Networks

Connectivity

S M L Guidelines

Where staging is anticipated, outline how individual stages will be integrated with one

public open space.

wherever possible

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Figure 2. 

Figure 3. Figure 4. Provide a connected and legible street 
layout.
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Streets and other Movement Networks

S M L Guidelines

vehicles

areas within the site).

residents.

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Figure 5. 
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5. NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER

5.1 Overview

5.2 Outcomes sought

• 

5.3 Guidelines for Neighbourhood Character

S M L Guidelines

- Archaeological sites

- Heritage sites.

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Figure 6. 

Figure 7. 
areas, to assist in passive surveillance and activation.
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6. RESIDENTIAL BLOCK AND STREET LAYOUT

6.1 Overview

6.2 Outcomes sought

• 
• Lots oriented so that dwellings will address streets and public places.
• 
• 

6.3 Guidelines for Residential Block and Street Layout

Coastal environments and water bodies

S M L Guidelines

wider and shallower to have their outdoor living on the eastern or western side, and allow 

S M L Guidelines

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Higher density housing 

Figure 8. 

Figure 10. 
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7. OPEN SPACE AND LANDSCAPE TREATMENT 

7.1 Overview

7.2 Outcomes sought

• 

where higher densities are proposed.
• To provide inclusive, accessible, conveniently located and well-designed public open spaces that 

7.3 Guidelines for opens space and landscape treatment

open space provision and design. 

Public Open Space

S M L Guidelines

Connect new and existing public open space to the wider green and public open

sensitive to noise. 

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Pedestrian Paths

Original trees
Playground

Figure 11. Provide public open spaces with edges that are activated or 

Figure 12. Figure 13. 
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Street trees and planting

S M L Guidelines

the area.
Select appropriate street trees to enable sunlight penetration on streets and within

Ensure plant species are well suited to local conditions. Where possible, use local
native trees to enhance biodiversity.

vehicles.

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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10M

10M

• 
• 
 connection beneath tree canopy
• 
 canopy

Vehicle route

Figure 14. 

Figure 15. Figure 16. 

solutions.
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8. LOW IMPACT URBAN DESIGN 

8.1 Overview

8.2 Outcomes sought

8.3 Guidelines

S M L Guidelines

   their ecological value where possible
- Preserve and enhance natural waterways and riparian edges through a suitable
   planting and protection strategy.

   appropriate.
- Providing swales, rain gardens and retention ponds, where appropriate.

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
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Figure 17. Figure 18. 

Figure 20. 


