Assessment of Effects

Strengths

Tuakau and the surrounding district have an interesting and diverse history, which connects
with national stories, such as those of the 1860s Waikato War and the development of the
railways. The history of the area also reflects the contributions made by individuals and
families who helped to develop the district through their farming, light industrial, civic,
religious and social activities.

The Tuakau and Districts Museum is a community asset that can provide a focus for ongoing
heritage research, identification and promotion activities.

The Waikato District Heritage Strategy identifies the value of historic heritage resources to
the community and provides a framework for a coherent and comprehensive approach to the
identification, protection and management of these resources.

Weaknesses

There is currently very limited protection for built heritage resources provided for in the
Waikato District Plan (Franklin Section).

Rules pertaining to scheduled heritage items are not immediately accessible within either of
the District Plans that Waikato Council presently has responsibility for.

Opportunities

In addition to acknowledging the history of the town and its hinterland, the Structure Plan
provides the opportunity, by means of the public notification, hearing and implementation
process, to raise the profile of Tuakau’s heritage values.

Urban design strategies developed for the Structure Plan area can take account of Tuakau’s
historical genesis and consider planning, design and planting actions that acknowledge the
history of the area.

Threats

Loss of built heritage items may result from intensification should a future planning
framework fail to provide for the protection of listed items and their surroundings.

Extensive residential development could erode the separate identities of Tuakau and

Harrisville, whose boundaries are already confused somewhat by the ‘Welcome to Tuakau’
sign that greets motorists as they approach the Harrisville School from the north.
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Recommended Heritage Planning Actions

Key recommendations to be considered as part of the Tuakau Structure Plan and

incorporated in to the subsequent District Plan Change are as follows:

Additional heritage items should be added, by way of variation, to the District
Plan (Franklin Section) in order to manage their conservation and continued use.

Historical information pertaining to the Structure Plan should be lodged in the
Tuakau & District Museum and/or the Tuakau Library. The establishment of a
Kete Waikato portal by the Waikato District Libraries would facilitate the sharing
of heritage information with and amongst members of the community.

Implementation of the Structure Plan and consequent Plan Change should be
monitored to ensure that it maintains and enhances the heritage values of the
area.

Local Reserve Management Plans should identify and promote the active
management of historic heritage resources where relevant. Some Tuakau &
Districts reserves may be classified as historic reserves because of their
significant heritage value, others may have scheduled historic heritage items
located within them, still others may have historic heritage features or structures
that are yet to be explicitly identified and managed, regardless of the
classification of the reserve under the Reserves Act.

In other parts of the district council’s rohe some groupings of houses are
currently scheduled on the District Plan, for example the Matangi dairy factory
houses. There may be community interest in identifying similar groups or clusters
of buildings within Tuakau and district that can be shown to have heritage value
and/or make a contribution to character streetscapes. Some pre-1930 houses in
River Road, George Street and Harrisville Road, for example, contribute to the
historic character of the district in terms of their age, style, setting, and location.

A stand-alone Historic Heritage Chapter in a unitary District Pla,n when one is
developed in the future, would assist the owners of built heritage sites and
structures to better understand the priority afforded to this resource
management issue by council.

Conclusion

The Tuakau Structure Plan provides Waikato District Council with the opportunity to
consider how the history and heritage resources of the district might be used to maintain

and enhance a sense of place and identity in Tuakau, Harrisville and Whangarata.
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Figure 25: Sir Edmund Hillary Memorial Cairn, George Street, Tuakau. A McEwan, 24 March 2014.
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Figure 26: ‘Tuakau Hill’; looking north up Harrisville Road from the railway line running parallel to
Liverpool Street. There is flax drying in the mid-ground and the Masonic Hall can be seen beyond the
flax. Photograph taken by William Price in the early 1900s. %-001526, Price Collection, Alexander
Turnbull Library.
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Appendix 1: Tuakau Historic Timeline

Pre-1846  Maori settlement of Tuakau on the northern shore of the Waikato River
1857 Maori court at Tuakau devises a Code of Law (see Morris, Early Days, pp. 103-5)

1863-4 Waikato War

1865 First Waikato Immigration Scheme settlers arrive — town surveyed
1870 Tuakau Post Office
1875 Railway reaches Tuakau

Tuakau Hotel opens [license transferred to new hotel in 1880]

1]
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Figure 27: Tuakau Hotel, early 1900s. Price Collection, %-001522-G, Alexander Turnbull Library.

1877 Harrisville School established

Figure 28: ‘Harrisville School, near Tuakau, Franklin District’, 22 April 1954. View shows the original
schoolhouse (1877) right on the bend of Harrisville Road. It was evidently demolished in 1964. WA-
35447-F, Whites Aviation Collection, Alexander Turnbull Library.
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1886 First punt across the river at Tuakau landing

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT DRIVING FIRST PILE CEREMONY TUAKAU
BRIDGE, WAIKATO, JUNE 18, 1901.

Figure 29: Group portrait of the committee of management, driving first pile ceremony, Tuakau
Bridge, Waikato, June 18, 1901. Standing: Messrs Whiteside and Brown. Seated: Messrs Priest,
Glasson and Madill. Auckland Weekly News 28 June 1901. AWNS-19010628-16-3, Sir George Grey
Special Collections, Auckland Libraries.

1901 Tuakau Bridge (opened 26 May)
Tuakau Saleyards erected
Whitebait canning factory opened by EC Frost

A FINE CONSIGNMENT OF STOCK ON THE WAY TO THE SALEYARDS RESTING NEAR THE ROAD AT TUAKAU., IN THE WAIKATO DISTRICT, AUCKLAND.
Figure 30: 'A fine consignment of stock on the way to the saleyards resting near the road at Tuakau, in
the Waikato district, Auckland’ Auckland Weekly News 16 November 1922. AWNS-192221116-49-1,
Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries.

1906 Bonemilling operation of Madill & Smeed Ltd established to manufacture
fertilizer (closed 1973)

1910 New Railway Station built
1911 National Bank agency established
1914 New Tuakau Post Office opened
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1914

1915

1917

1920

1924

1924-31

1932

1933

1940

1946

1966

1987

2001

BNZ agency established

Waikato River Board established

Waikato Co-op Dairy Company factory erected on Ryder’s Road (closed 1984)
New school site chosen for Tuakau Primary School

Tuakau Town Hall erected

Edmund Hillary attended Tuakau Primary School

Taupiri Dairy Company factory built near the river (now closed)

Second Tuakau Bridge (opened 22 June)

Centennial Park (opened 20 May)

Full branch status achieved by the National Bank, BNZ followed suit in 1952
Farmers’ Trading Co. store closed

Tuakau & Districts Museum opened in former Post Office (17 October)

George Street upgrade project undertaken
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- FLAXMILL HANDS AT FROSTS MILL TUAKAU. : ;m

Figaré 31‘: ’Gré'up p‘ortrai.t of workers at the Frosts [flax]mill, Tuakau’ Auckland Weekly News 9 Je
1899. AWNS-18990609-6-1, Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries.
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Appendix 3: Image Gallery

Note: It is appreciated that the following images may not have been reproduced at sufficient scale to
allow for individual features to be recognized. The intention here is to illustrate the range of visual
material consulted during the preparation of this report and to provide a reference for further
research. All maps and survey plans were sourced from QuickMap, unless otherwise stated.
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Figure 32: ‘Plan of the Township of Tuakau’, SO 415. QuickMap. The plan includes property owners’
names marked on some parcels of land and the ‘Tuakau Redoubt’ is clearly shown in outline on the
bank of the Waikato River at lower edge. Undated [c. 1866-68].
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Figure 35:
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Figure 36: ‘Plan of Subdivision of Allot 4, parish of Tuakau’, DP 9268, 1 November 1913.
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Figure 37: ‘Plan of SublelSlon of Pt Allot 4 Tuakau Parish’, DP 10578, 1 November 1914.
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Figure

W Ian of Subdivision ofarts AIIos 4
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18, Tuakau Parish’, DP 16549, 20 August 1923.
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Figure 39: ‘Plan Showing Areas in Tuakau North, Tuakau South, Suburbs of Tuakau’, SO 27985, 14
March 1935.
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Figure 40: Detail from December 1946 aerial of Tuakau, Franklin district, showing town centre looking
south from Tuakau hill. WA-04546-F, Whites Aviation Collection, Alexander Turnbull Library.
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