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EARLY TUAKAU
SETTLERS

Many of the early pioneers that settled In Tua-
kau arrived in New Zealand aboard the “not so
good ship” Ganges, a full rigged sailing vesel of
about 400 tons. !

The Ganges after a fair trip out from Queens-
town, Ireland, arrived in Auckland on the 14th of
February, 1865, just over 100 years ago. )

‘mentioned, the trip out was fair, that is as
far as the weather was concerned, For the 480
passengers the trip was not so good, however, and
en-route, conditions aboard ship were, to say the
];iast, filthy, overcrowded, unhygienic and degra—

ng.

Food was hard to come by and many passengers
bartered their personal belongings to the crew, in
attempt to secure extra food for the 150 children
that helped make up the passenger total. :

Sickness was prevalent and medicinal supplies
in short demand. In fact the purser of the “hell
ship” was a nautical rogue who thought only of his
stomach and pipeful of strong smelling tobacco. He
WOI:;;} jssue supplies only when he was good and
ready.

1t is believed that at one stage of the voyage

they were ready to journey into the relatively un-
known, many ploneers had amassed quite a few
pounds with which to buy supplies and tools.

For those who intended io take up land at
Tuakau, the journey from Onechunga to Drury (the
first stopping place) iock two and someétimes
three days. Here the women and children were
housed whilst the men proceeded on to Tuakau
via Pokeno and through Whangarata to erect
temporary tents and other family accommodation.

This task accomplished, the settlers would
H_ﬁgdgrmigt_m thtellr ;“i;zu'es and families along the

v, oftimes floode iy
o TL&akau imes Pukeno.suet:h of track that led
o lt\hcjw nfiame harl;i work and for
nths and years the sound of axe, the ¢ i
of horse drawn cart, and the grunts aiérg;g;ggs
of tired and weary settlers became dailv sounds

From virgin  bush, however, there lafer
Emerged green pastures, flax mills, cultivated pad-
1‘crcksl and all that was necessary tg keep life and
imb in security and, of course, the initial making

many long
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1908 Middleton’s Stadio
two passengers threatened to put him over the side
if he did not tend to his duties in a compassionate
manner.

So bad did conditions become aboard the Gan-
ges that after docking in Auckland an inquiry was
held. The ocutepme found that several deaths en
route could be put down to overcrowding and un-
sanitary conditions. )

The Ganges carried quite a number of single
men and women, the girls were quartered together
in the fo'castle and the men down aft. This left
amidships to married couples, who it was thought
by the shipping company, would prevent problems.

No doubt many a shipboard friendship blos-
somed forth into a lifetime of bliss.

By the time the Ganges reached Auckland on
February 14th, 1865, all the passengers must have
thanked God that they had arrived safe and sound.
The officers and captain of the ship however must
have spent a lot of time worrying what they would
say to the port officials, in answer to the bad con-
ditions that passengers had to put up with.

Once ashore the emigrants scon settled in to
Colonial life at Onehunga Barracks. Many men ob-
tained work until the time came for them and
their families to move off into the interior, to take
up land.

Casual jobs in thuse days were not so casual
and many 2 man did a_good 12 hours a day for
something like four or five gs.

However, every little helped and, by the time

§

of money by selling home grown products to the
increasing population of Auckland.

Many of the old pioneers who helped to pav
the way for Tuakau’s future have bee]; lor.lgpiozjf
gotten, BUT, today, the following names will still
be remembered, OR SHOULD BE:

John and Sarah Watson; Williamn and i
Clark; John and Teresa Poland; Thomas mlgagl?;
Elliot; George and Susan Whiteside; Henry and
John Ferguson: Robert and Margaret Cooney;
John and Me'lry Smith; John and Mary Cowan:
Samuel Hewitt: Patrick and Bridget Geraghty-
John apd Anne Griffin; Hugh and Catherine
Bruce; Edward and Eliza Boyle; Robert and Isa-
l:ﬁélaHHangtﬁn;M Thl_?maslrand Mary Collins; John

arriet McMeahan; James and i -
bott; Lawrence McGuire. Catherine Tur

All God fearing men and women. All i

i d 8 mb

with t@le spirit of adventure. All pioneers who E:g

igith in their convictions. All a credit {o them-
ves.
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